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By Bob Brooks ... 


The lack of media attention given to the 
World Game in this country is a constant 
complaint from all fans. 

Eighteen months in the Editor's chair 
gives me the opportunity to observe 
Ericsson Cup clubs, their associated ruling 
bodies, and other organisations responsible 
for the game in this country. 

‘The only reasonable conclusion to be 
drawn is that the code is given the media 
coverage it deserves. 

This may seem a harsh criticism but, 
with one or two exceptions, many of the 
organisations act like closed shops for the 
personal pleasure of those who run them. 

There is responsibility on all of the 
people involved with Association Football 
to promote the game on all possible 
occasions. 

Various organisations send out news, 
press and media releases, and results with 
tables. All that is to be applauded, however, 
documents which arrive at their intended 
audience are often of inferior quality: 

Spelling mistakes, poor use of the 
English language and factual errors are all 
too common. Media editors who have to 
make judgements on what to use will 
ignore anything that is poorly presented. 
They will always take something superior, 
thus Soccer can miss out. 

A common fault is to classify a trip to 
play Gippsland Falcons at Morwell, which 
is the main town in the Latrobe Valley, as a 
visit to Melbourne. Morwell is 150 kms 
east of Melbourne, It is the equivalent of an 
‘Adelaide club saying they are travelling to 
Sydney when they are playing Newcastle. 

Let us look at another area. In NSW 
several exciting competitions take 
successful teams to new challenges after 
their winter seasons are complete, For club 
sides who win their respective First 
Division in Sydney, or regional NSW, they 
enter the NSW ‘Champion of Champions’ 
competition. 

Youth League representative sides in age 
groups 11 to 16, who finish at the top of 
their respective competitions, go into the 
state titles, These are the ‘elite of the elite”. 

Publicity about these two important 
competitions is sparse at best, That is a pity 
as the standard of play is usually of a high 
standard. 

Local newspapers, radio and television 
stations would all give them space if only 
they knew about them. ABSW, as the 
longest running Soccer weekly, would 
publicise the fixtures and results if only the 
Salient details were sent out. 


ISH 


AUSTRAE 


~ IMPROVE QUALITY 
OF MEDIA LIAISON 


The Topper Bill Turner Cup results and 
stories appear in ABSW because data, 
information and photographs are supplied 
in a regular and reliable fashion. 

ABSW is just one of the media outlets 
which are on the circulation list of the 
organisers. 

Topper, as the sponsor of the Cup, are 
delighted with the publicity and exposure 
gained through ABSW., 

All Ericsson Cup clubs and most State 
League clubs, who are in the leading 
competitions, have, or seek, sponsors. In 
order to put money into the game, 
Sponsoring organisations need and deserve 
to have their product or service exposed to 
the public. 

‘This can easily be achieved by supplying 
a media kit to all newspapers and media 
outlets. This kit should include player 
profiles, photographs identified with the 
player’s name, and in a shirt with the club 
sponsor's name prominently displayed. 

Then every time a photograph from the 
set is used, the sponsor's name appears, 

The files of ABSW contain over 5,000 
hard copy pictures of one sort or another. 
Our company could not justify putting all 
these on-line in computer files, 

A club’s greatest assets are its players. 
Many of them are well spoken, educated 
individuals but how many of them have 
been trained to present themselves for the 
electronic media? 

There are thousands of radio stations 
around the country, many of them have 
segments or Whole programs on sport. 

Other sports are exploiting these 
opportunities, so why not the World Game? 

Do not expect the media to come to you 
and your club or organisation — go out to 
the media. 

A poor quality media release does a 
disservice to the game, the NSL sponsor, 
club sponsors and the fans. 

Much time, money and effort is spent on 
player training, but how much resource is 
deyoted to teaching the media liaison staff 
their responsibilities and keeping them up 
to date? 


ABSW 
has changed to:— 
02 9562 0500 


‘The facsimile number remains as; 


02 9550 9332 


TISH S ..CCER WEEKLY 


7-9 Garners Avenve, Marrickville NSW 2204. Tel (02) 9562-0500. Fax (02) 9550-9332 
Published every Tuesday by FLP Pty Ltd. 7-9 Garners Ave Marrickville NSW 2204 


DISTRIBUTION 

NSW/ACT: FLP Pty Lid. 7 Gamers Ave 
Marrickville NSW 2204, Tel; (02) 9562- 0500 
VICTORIA: FLP Pty Ltd. Unit 9, 405 Flemington 
Road, North Melbourne, VIC.3051. 

Tel: (08) 9329-1636 Fax; (03) 9929-1342 
‘QUEENSLAND: Queensland Newspaper 


ADVERTISING 
‘Sydney: John Economis.. (02) 9862-0500 
Melbourne Duy pt Tf .03) 93291636 
rine ee 
* All matetial appearing in Australi 


‘Campbell St, Bowen Hils Qld. 4006 Te (07) 3252-6011 
‘SOUTH AUSTRALIA: Advertiser Newspaper Lid. 
Waymouth St, Adelaide SA 5000 Tel: (08) 8218-9329. 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Pan Hellenic 
Emporium, 67 James Street, Perth WA 6000. 
Tel: (08) 9328-4779 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA:.......Richard Kreider 
WOMEN'S CORRESPONDENT:Janene Mar 


and British Soccer Weekly is copyright 

‘nd reprodacton in any form whatso- 

‘ever is expressly forbidden without the 

+ writen permission ofthe publisher, 7 
‘The publisher acoxps no responsibilty days PRIOR to lsu dnte- 


BIG SoDiols Is 
BAGES UO TOWNE 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS. 


assistant Tommy Sermanni, and the training and match 
facilities are excellent according to him. 

However when it comes to the hard stuff, Eddie takes 
over and does all the tactics, match training sessions as 
well as all the team selections. 

“At first I had a bit of a problem with the language but 
have since learned the basic terms we use in Soccer, in 
Japanese. The basics only though. 

“The crowds were down this season with large cut 
backs in money as well as live telecasts of games,” he 
explained. 

The Thomsons live in a luxury apartment in the inner 
city area of Hiroshima that overlooks the river. 

Pauline Thomson loves Japan, especially the shopping. 

“We have a lovely apartment and can easily walk to the 
major shops. Most things are no more expensive than here 
in Sydney. “Hiroshima is nowhere near as large as 
Sydney, more like Adelaide, and very modern with a 

population of just over a million, 
“There is very little crime and 
's safe to walk everywhere late of 
a night,” said Mrs Thomson. 
Eddie has seen some of the 
current Asian World Cup 
qualifiers and has always been 
concerned about Iran or South 
Korea meeting Australia, For the 
moment though this situation 
looks unlikely because of their 
| high standing. 
Thomson speculates that either 
the United Arab Emirates or even 
Japan, making a late dash, would 
face Australia at the MCG on 
November 29th in the return leg, 

“Japan is by far a technically 

better team than the UAE who play 
a possession game and counter- 
attack. 
“But Japan's finishing has to 
date let them down,” ended 
Thomson: the man who won six 
Ericsson Cups with the now 
defunct Sydney City. 


DDIE THOMSON, Australia’s former World Cup 

coach flew back into Sydney from Japan with his 
wife Pauline last week to grab some sunshine before 
returning to Hiroshima in a fortnight. 

After vacating his position as our national coach last 
year, he received a lucrative two year contract to coach 
Mazda sponsored J-League club Sanfrecce Hiroshima. 

ABSW caught up with Thomson last Sunday night at 
the Sydney Football Stadium. 

The amicable coach who just missed qualifying 
Australia for the last World Cup Finals through an ‘own- 
goal’ in Argentina, said: “It’s great to be back, but it is 
also great in Japan. 

“T still have one more year of my contract to serve out 
with Hiroshima and it has been a real challenge. 

“As you know this club, 
despite being sponsored by 
Mazda, is not the richest club in 
the J-League. You might say that 
we are the Coventry or 
Southampton type if you know 
what I mean. 

“Last year Hiroshima 
languished near the bottom of the 
League having won nine 
matches. 

“This season just finished, 
despite losing four of my top line 
players through injury, including 
Tony Popovic, we won five more 
games. I even had to play eight 
matches without an injured 
Graham Amold. 

“In the first round we finished 
tenth and in the second round we 
finished 13th, but overall we 
ended in 11th position,” stated 
Eddie. 

Thomson in Japan has the 
luxury of having no less than four 
assistant coaches, plus his personal 


Eddie Thomson returns from Japan 


club voted 800 to 543 to 
re-install Labbozzetta. 


circumstances I have been 
subjected to by the 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS. 


When ABSW L.A.B. (Liquor Licensing 

ONY LABBOZZETTA, wh contacted the re-elected Board). 
February was removed from President, who now “I'm most appreciative 
office by the NSW Licensing Court, begins his_—‘10th for this wonderful form of 


was last Sunday at the Annual 
General Meeting voted back into 
power by the Club Marconi 
members as their president 
Challenging Mr Labbozzetta was 
former director Fausto Ferrari, but the 
members of Australia’s largest Soccer 


consecutive year, he 
stated: “This victory 
would have to be by far E members,” he said. 

the most significant Tony Labbozzetta His barristers have 
support shown by the Club Marconi already lodged two appeals with the 
members, especially when one takes Court which have been listed for 
into account the prevailing hearing in the coming months. 


GLADESVILLE HORNSBY 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
AND JUNIOR LEAGUE 


REPRESENTATIVE TRIALS 


Gladesville Hornsby 
will be conducting trials for 1998 
season at Christie Park, Christie 
Rd (formerly:Bataclava Rd), North 


Ryde, commencing as’ follows: 
Under 11s | 


Wonday 48 October 4997 
Under 12s 


ober 1997 
Under 1 5s. 
Under 13s & 16s 
< 


solidarity | have received 
from the Club’s voting 


... Editorial 
.. Eddie Thomson back in town 
.. Tony Labbozzetta returns as president | 
3,4,7 Ericsson Cup Match Reports 
.. ABSW Advertising 
Letters to the Editor 


Ericsson Cup Results, Fixtures, Table 
Ericsson Cup Action in full colour 


Around the Globe - Results 
European Update 
(Andrew Akratos) Greek News 
Sepp Blatter 
(Mario Etchart) South America 
.. Janene Mar) Women's Writes 
(Stuart Jones) Britain 1936-37 
- UK Talk 
(Bob Brooks) News in Brief 


All trials start at 6pm and finish at 8pm 


Carlton Soccer Club | Any enquiries contact: 
x Sab Trovato on 0416 012 899 or 
DO oo | Tony Gerrard on 9484 7348 1.n) 


PO Box 155 Marrickville NSW 2204 


UTS OLYMPIC ............. 3 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


By John Economos 


'S OLYMPIC had 
to rely on an early 
‘own goal’ plus another 
two in the last five 
minutes before they could 
finally finish off a 
spirited Gippsland 
Falcons 3-0 last Sunday 
night at the Sydney 
Football Stadium, 
Compounding Falcons’ 
misery, they played the 
final 22 minutes without 
central marker Manny 
Gotis, who was sent off by 
teferee Simon Micallef for 
a foul on Olympic’s Brett 
Emerton. 
Not only was Gotis ‘red 
carded’ in the 68th minute, 
but was also the scorer of 


an ‘own goal’ in the 
seventh, 
Olympic’s Kimon 


Taliadoros swung a corner 
in towards the first post 


where powerful striker 
Derek Poimer tried to flick 
on. But Gotis, behind the 
little Olympic striker, 
headed into his own net. 
Emerton in the 18th 
minute fired a vicious 
drive from 15 metres but 
was denied joy by ‘Man Of 
‘The Match’ Kourtis diving 
sharply to his left. 
Olympic in the first 
session struggled to hang 
on to their slender lead till 
the break as their 


disjointed midfield trio of 
Emerton, Tsekenis and 
Taliadoros were obviously 
outplayed by the Falcons’ 
Foy, Osman, Hastie and 
Palamaras. 

Ante Juric was pushed 
into midfield in the second 
half, and only then was 
Olympic finally able to 
retrieve some authority and 
provide ball- 
service to their 
strikers. 

Falcons’ 
heroic Kourtis 
nine minutes 
after the break 
again denied 
the Blues, 
turning away a 
low 15 drive 
from substitute striker 
Steve Karavatakis. 

Yet two minutes later 
following a Falcons comer, 
Foy’s strong goal-bound 


header was well cleared off 
the line by Olympic’s 
diminutive left back 
Hussein Jomaa. 
On the hour 
Kourtis again 


mark 
bailed 


Falcons out when Emerton 
and Poimer combined to 
set up striker Norman 
Tome for a crack at the 
target. 


When Gotis 
was finally 
marched in the 
68th minute, 
the Falcons 
were under 
siege by a now 
inspired 
Olympic and 
two minutes 
later Kourtis 
magnificently spread 
himself to again deny 
Emerton from a point 
blank range. 

An Olympic cross fired 


UTS OLYMPIC: Catlin, 
Carter (Ciantar 30}, Juric, 
De Marigny, Barbalace, 
Jomaa, Emerton, 
Tsekenis, Taliadoros 
(Karavatakis 46), Comer, 
Tome. 

GIPPSLAND FALCONS: 
Kourtis, Gotis, Sekulic, 
Canosa, Marcina 
{MacNicol 63), Foy, 
Osman (Bell 63), Hastie, 
Palamaras, _—_Tsaltas 
{ricarico 46), Thomson. 

SCORERS: UTS: 0G (7), 
roe {pen 85), Tome 
(88). 

Referee: S.Micallef. 

Crowd: 3,615. 

P.O." 3-Kourtls 
(Gippsland), 2-Polmer 
(Olympic, 1-Tsekenis 
(Olympic). 


Lixo 


to the spot. 

Poimer took the penalty 
and scored into the bottom 
left corner despite a gallant 
effort from Kourtis, 

Tome trebled the 
scoreline with two minutes 
left after Emerton clipped a 
flat cross in the box for 
Tome to stretch the roof of 
the net. 


in from the right five Foy foul Poimer inside the 
minutes from the bell saw _ box for the referee to point 


Marconi: Gibson, 
Care, Casserly, SoUtis, 
McDonald, Renaud, 


MARCONI STALLIONS . 


2 ADELAIDE SHARKS ............... 


Maloney, Marino, Zoric 


By. John Economos 


anky striker Francis 


Awaritefe and 
former Australian 
World Cup squad 


goalkeeper Mike Gibson 
inspired Marconi last 
Saturday night to a 2-0 
victory over a spirited 
Adelaide Sharks at the 
Marconi Stadium. 
Awaritefe, with a 
scintillating second half 
display, opened the 
scoring with a fabulous 
volley from a sharp angle 
and set up the second, 
while newly signed 
Gibson made three blocks 
to keep the Fairfielders in 
the game. 
Despite 
Australians 


South 
almost 


the 


completely dominating 
the first session but 
having reaped nothing at 
the break, six minutes 
after halftime it was 
Marconi that drew first 
blood. 

The gangling striker 
Awaritefe, from a sharp 
angle, slammed a vicious 
volley that rocketed into 
the top left corner of the 


target following a cross 
from the left by Brendan 
Renaud. 

Twelve minutes from 
the bell Awaritefe again 
‘was Marconi’s hero when 
from the edge of the box 
he stole possession from 
Adelaide’s sweeper 
Branko Milosevic, back- 
heeled to strike colleague 
Sean Babic who lobbed 
Adelaide’s keeper Frank 
Mikuletic to double the 


scoreline. 
On the half hour mark 
dynamic Sharks 


midfielder Corey Artone 
threatened Marconi with a 
shot that dropped on top 
of the net and eight 
minutes later Artone again 
set up midfielder Nathan 
Day on the right who 
blasted on target forcing a 


magnificent save by 
Gibson. 
Four minutes from 


halftime Adelaide left 
wingback Frank Tibaldi 
crossed for Day who 
headed strongly onto the 
crossbar with the ball 
luckily rebounding back 
into Gibson’s gloves. 

On 60 minutes 
Adelaide’s Artone blast 
from 25 metres cannoned 
off the right post. 

In the 69th minute, Day 
yolleyed a lethal 20 metre 
drive from an angle and a 
minute later Awaritefe 
shaved Adelaide's right 
and far post with a 
glancing header. 

Four minutes from 
fulltime Marconi’s 
Renaud missed a glorious 
chance to treble the 
scoreline with a slicing 


Oo (Van Cuylenberg 73), 

Babic, Awaritefe. 
shot. reflected, “When Adelaide Sharks: 
The South Australian we had Mikuletic, Castro (Borg- 
midfield of Artone, possession we hetto 79), Kuzmanovic, 


Reginaldo Da Silva and 
Day were industrious 
throughout whilst Jimmy 
Tsekinis had a relatively 
quiet game. 

Fortunately for the 
Stallions one of their 
defenders escaped a red 
card late in the game. 

After the match, 
Sharks’ boss Adrian 
Santrac was still fuming 
over this incident stating 


to ABSW, “I am lost for 
words how that defender 
was able to stay on the 
park. The moment we stop 
giving away Christmas 
presents it will be the 
moment we start to win 
games. We were closing 
down from ten metres 
away yet I felt we 
controlled the game and 
didn’t appear to be under 
threat. 

“One must admire 
Marconi’s goalkeeper 
Gibson who pulled off at 
least three great saves,” 
ended a disappointed 
Santrac. 

Meanwhile in the 
Marconi dressing room 
coach Zoran Matic 


didn’t want to Milosevic, Kokkinoplitis, 


play. Tibaldi, Artone, Da Silva 
“For my (Pezos 89), Day, Tsekinis, 

players, Soccer is Cardozo. i 

a job, and it SCORERS: Marconi: 


only entertain- 
ment for the 


Awaritefe (54), $ Babic 


people watching. Referee: Jeremy 
“We need to Blaney. 
improve 4,239, 
drastically and POY: 3-Awaritefe 


everywhere.” (MF), 2-Artone (AS), 1- 


Gibson (MF). 


LEICHHARDT TIGERS SOCCER CLUB 


NSW LEADING CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING CLUB 


COMMENCING MONDAY 17TH NOVEMBER 6.00PM SHARP | 
MONDAY 17TH & WEDNESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 1997 
MONDAY 24TH & WEDNESDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 1997 
Cid TRIALS FOR ASPIRING GOALKEEPERS | 
THE CLUB THAT PRODUCED A-LEAGUE GOALKEEPERS: 


state Coute MARCONI 
Frank WMekuletie ADELAIDE SHARKS 


ane 21g & Under 183 


TUESDAY 18TH & THURSDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 1997 | 
TUESDAY 25TH & THURSDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 1997 | 
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BOBBY'S DAZZLER SINKS STRIKERS. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS .....s.c0ce2000 PERTH GLORY ...cscscsscscesesssrcesscarecee 


By lon Bai 


‘isbane Strikers’ worst 

nightmare came back to 
haunt them with Perth 
Glory inflicting a 1-0 defeat 
of the champions at Suncorp 
on Saturday night. 

The West Australians 
humiliated the Strikers 5-1 in 
the corresponding match last 
season, and although this 
result was nowhere near as 
bad, it still sent the Strikers 
crashing. to their second 
consecutive home defeat this 
season, 

Brisbane’s proud home 
ground record, which saw 
them win 11 of their 15 
matches last season, has gone 


awry with them yet to win in 
Queensland this season. 

Coach Frank Farina knows 
the Strikers’ weakness: its 
inability to score, and the 
*King’ has threatened to make 
changes to ensure the rot 
stops. 

Perth's top scorer last 
season, Bobby Despotoyski, 
provided the game breaker 
with a brilliant solo run in the 
36th minute. 

Reminiscent of biblical 
times when Moses parted the 
Red Sea, he ran virtually 
untouched from the half way 
after Strikers sweeper Craig 
Williams committed himself 
ina missed tackle. 

The Glory sharpshooter 
couldn't believe his luck as he 


raced towards the penalty area 
where he easily wrong footed 
defender Mark Battistin 
before slotting a well timed 
shot past keeper Clint Bolton. 

The Strikers, who lost 
rugged defender Glen 
Gwynne with a foot injury on 
the eve of the game, suffered 
another early blow when fiery 
midfielder Nick Meredith left 
the field after only 20 minutes 
with a leg injury. And 
Socceroo Sean Cranney ran 
out of steam in his comeback 
from injury. 

Brisbane looked a shadow 
of last season’s winning side 
in the first half. They appeared 
to be lacking their crisp one- 
touch football and sharpness 
they've used as a foundation 


in the past to build their 
awesome reputation. 

To their credit, however, 
the Strikers dominated the 
second half, inspired by the 
return at halftime of Rod 
Brown and Chay Hews, who 
came on for Meredith. 

Brown, who Farina 
concedes may be due for a 
recall to their starting line-up, 
almost found the equaliser 
eight minutes after the break 
when he headed a Farina cross 
into the side netting. 

‘The home side had several 
scoring opportunities late in 
the match and at one stage 
fired in four shots in as many 
minutes in search of the 
equaliser. 

None was better than a 


puede eT 
midfielder Jeromy 
Harris, whose attempt 
from 25 minutes was 
tipped onto the upright 
in a brilliant diving 
save by Glory keeper 
Tommy Maras. 

Brown, who needs 
nly two goals to draw 
level with the national 
Ieague’s all-time goal | 
scoring record holder 
John Kosmina (who 
notched 133 during his 
career), was astray 
with two chances 
which could have 
achieved his dream. 

In the space of on 
minute Brown lobbed a 
shot over the crossbar in the 
final 15 minutes before 
misdirecting a header from a 
Hews cross. 

Perth was not without its 
simple chances either and 
could have had the match 
sewn up midway through the 
second half. 


Bobby Despotovski 

Midfielder Paul Strudwick 
received a perfect cross from 
Despotoyski but missed the 
golden opportunity with only 
keeper Bolton to beat from a 
close range. 

Only minutes later Glory’s 
Paul Strudwick crossed from 
near the sideline to Ernie 


CARLTON GIVES COSMOS THE BLUES 


NOVELL CANBERRA COSMOS 


CARLTON. 


By Nick Guoth 


Wit three well taken 
goals, a very 
professional Carlton outfit 
came to the nation’s capital 
and took full points in their 
battle with Novell Canberra 
Cosmos, 

Even without talented 
midfielder Vince Grella, 
Carlton were able to exert 
more pressure in the midfield, 

Meanwhile Daniel Allsopp 
and John Markovski were 
causing all sorts of problems 
for the Cosmos, who sorely 
missed the creativity of Ante 
Moric. 

The home side could have 
gained an early lead if Harry 
James had got a touch after 
Michael Musitano headed the 


ball on, but twenty minutes in, 
it was Carlton who took 
advantage, this time from a 
jong throw by Marcus 
Stergiopoulos. The ball was 
not cleared and defender Con 
Anthopoulos produced a nice 
overhead kick to give the 


CANe, 


% 


(Cosmos. 


visitors the lead. 

The newly slimline John 
Markovski nearly doubled the 
lead for the Blues ten minutes 


later, when a screamer of a 
yolley from 25 metres out just 
shayed the far post. 

Carlton's second goal came 
early in the second half. Last 
year’s Player-of-the-Year, 
Kresimir Marusic, 
sent his ex-Sydney. 
United teammate 
Robert Trajkovski 
down the right 
hand side. A low 
cross was met by 
Lubo Lapsansky 
who sent the ball 
between Cosmos 
goalkeeper Tony Giannasca’s 
legs. 

The game was wrapped up 
ten minutes later when young 
Blues striker Daniel Allsopp 
broke free, passed Young 
Socceroo Ivan Zelic and sent a 
low shot just inside the far 


post, 

The Cosmos looked down. 
and out, but fought hard and 
were rewarded when Michael 
Musitano beat the offside trap 
and finished well when 


presented with the one-on-one 
against Dean Anastasiadis, 
Although it was Novell 
Canberra Cosmos’ third loss 
in as many games, there were 
some positives and as coach 
Branko Culina said, “We need 
some patience and the results 


[ADELAIDE CITY resets SYDNEY UNITED. 


by Va Val al Migliaccio 


Adelaide City suffered a 2 
0 loss with Sydney United's 
playercoach David Mitchell 
scoring both goals in a match 
winning performance at 
Norwood Oval on Sunday 
night. 

The physical superiority of 
the Pumas proved a major 
factor on the uncompromising 
Norwood Oval turf. The pitch 
was not conducive to playing 
t and United 
used their aerial strength to 
oyercome the bumpy pitch. 

The. Pumas had a battle 
hardened look about them 
with captain Paul Bilokapic 
and Stuart Munro fighting 
hard in the trenches, and 35 
year old Mitchell playing like 
an 18 year old debutant. 

The statistics tell a different 
story with the Zebras having 
five direct attempts on goal to 


United’s two, which were 


both converted, Zeljko Kalac, 


playing his first match of the 
season for the Pumas after 
work permit problems in 
England, showed why he is 
highly regarded by Socceroo 
coach Terry Venables. 

Adelaide City's elegant 
Milan Ivanovic played match 
250 for the Zebras but even he 
couldn’t stop the brilliance of 
Mitchell. 

‘The match was a hard affair 
with many niggling off-the- 
ball incidents and in the 23rd 
minute it was United who had 
the chance to take the lead 
when a defensive mix-up 
allowed Mitchell to chip the 
ball over keeper Jason 
Petkovic, stranded on the edge 
of the box, but it was cleared 
away by Angelo Costanzo. 

Abbas Saad took the 
resulting corner kick and 
found Jacob Burns unmarked 
on the edge of the six-yard 


box, his powerful header was 
parried on the line by Petkovic 
only for Mitchell to head in 
for the first goal. 

‘Adelaide City were fired up 
for the second half and put 
United under extreme pressure 
yet in the 50th minute Saad 
countered and fed the ball to 
Mitchell on the edge of the 
area. He expertly slotted the 
ball past the advancing 
Petkovic, who could do nothing 
to stop United extending their 


The home side rallied and 
after Kalac blocked a 20- 
metre thunderbolt from 
Damian Mori, he was quick 


ITED 


SOccER CLUB 
enough to block Michael 
Brooks’ follow up shot. 

Dino Mennillo hit the post 
in the 73rd and again it was 
Brooks who was first to the 
ball but his shot went wide of 
the mark. 

Trajanovski hit the bar 
shortly after and it was Mori 
following in this time but his 
header also flew wide. 

Assistant Zebras coach Joe 
Mullen said after the match: 
“Although we were beaten by 
a good United side, some 
positive things did come out 
of the game. If we can 
collectively gel the side 
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Kresimir Marusic 


will come.” 
Carlton coach Eddie 
Krncevic was proud of his 


team and felt they dominated 
the game, stating that “we 
played very fast and attacking 


The Man in Black: David Mitchell, scored both goals. 


Williams, 

Meredith (Hews 20), 

Cranney, J Harris, 
a5) 


Farina 
Harper, Brayshaw. 

Perth Glory: Maras, C| 
Naven, Wilkinson (Vuk- 
mirovic 50), Buljubasic, Gi 
Naven, Miller, Strudwick, 
Despotovski, ie Siasia,| 
Hay i 


SCORERS: perth Glory 
Desptovoski (36). 


POY: 3 Despotovski- 
2 Strudwick-PG, 1 Hews:| 
BS. 


Tapai, who again had only 
Bolton to beat, but the 
Socceroo’s header sailed over 
the bar. 


Canberra; Glannasca, 
Dee, Zelic, Ravaniello, 
Kelly, James (Hayt- 
homthwaite), Musitano, 
Lemezina (Perinovic 56), 
Buljan, Wingell,, 
vich (Roberts 79). 


Carlton: Anastasiadis, 
Trakovski, — Stergio- 
poullos, Douglas, Antho- 
poulos, Marusic (Vargas 
63), Allsopp (Bacak 70), 
Lapsansky, Markovskl 
(Wlahos 77), Cervinski, 
Atkinson ba 


Scorers: Canberra- 
Musitano (69). Cariton- 
Anibgpulos (20), Laps- 
anski (50), Alisopp (61) 


Referee; * 
Brad McKay (NSW) 


2 Cervinski (C) 
1 Musitano (CC) 


soccer which has been missing 
from Australia for a long 
time.” 


Adelaide 


ovic, Tobin, Costanzo, 
Mori, Mennillo, Gibson, 
Trajanovski, Salapasidis. 
(Brooks 53), Tuas 
‘(ates 68) Fr 


‘Sydney United: Kale, 
Barrett (Kupresak 45), 
Plesa, Vrkic, Hooker, 
Saad, Mitchell, Munro, 
Bilokapic, Burns, Ben- 
nett, 


‘SCORERS: Sydney 
United: Mitchell (24,50) 
eferee: Eddie Lennie 


Crowd: 5,600 
POY: 3-Mitchell (SU), 


2-Saad (SU), 1-Munro 
(su). 


together to perform as a team, 
the results will be 
forthcoming.” 

250 game man Milan 
Ivanovic was disappointed by 
the result when adding: “It 
wasn't the type of result we 
wanted of course. We did not 
play to our capabilities and we 
must learn from our 
mistakes.” 


SUNDAY 26 OCTOBER 10AM & 
WEDNESDAY 29 6.00PM 
ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT 
Mahoney Park, Illawarra Road 
Marrickville 
ALL PLAYERS WELCOMED 
Fon further enguiries contact 
Leo HaRRis 0411184752 
sam skontos 97964616, 
0411120775 


PARRAMATT. 
SPORTING CLUB INC. 


NSW STATE YOUTH 
LEAGUE TRIALS 


UNDER 13 TO UNDER 16 
CURRENTLY IN PROGRESS .., 
U13 &@ U14 TUESDAY NIGHTS 

U1s & U1e THURSDAY NIGHTS 


ERIC PRIMROSE RESERVE, 
RYDALMERE, 6.30 PM 


TRIAL GAMES START NOV 2 1997 


Call Secretary: GREG PIPIKIOS 


0416204439 


‘he first ever live-in 

Coerver Coaching 
camp will be held at 
Wagga’s Borambola 
Camp Centre over the 
Christmas holidays. 

Young Soccer players 
from all over NSW are 
invited to come along and 
receive expert coaching 
from the highly qualified 
Coerver staff. 

The camp is from Friday 
January 16 to Tuesday 
January 20, 1998 and is for 
boys and girls aged between 
10-16. There is also a 
special camp for 
goalkeepers, however this is 
for boys and girls aged 
between 13-16. 


WANTED: SOCCER 
PLAYERS IN THE USA 


(MALE AND FEMALE) 


Global Soccer Network is looking for soccer players 
to Fill the rosters of over 1,400 colleges in the 


UNL Sem 
old. of playing 
py easier. 
: Will be ine to 
‘nite 


USA. 


every college in the 


qual : 
ease noNNGL Meds Yerooe 
E Work teuraris 4 Es 

Lust yeur sell-out crowds OF 22,000 watched each 
of the Semi-Finals and the Final of the NCAA 
Division One National Championships. 
To find out more about this exeiting opportunity, 
send brief playing and educational details to: 


GLOBAL SOCCER NETWORK (AUSTRALIA) 
P.0.B0X 471 THE JUNCTION, NSW 2291 


year. This is the 


COACHES 

ny Canning * Under 
lan Jones ® Under 1 
Lawrence * Under 


WAGGA 
HOSTS COERVER 


CAMP jor YOUTHS 


Oscar Gonzalez, Manager 
of Coerver Coaching (Oce- 
ania) and Bruce Wallace 
(Riverina Coaching and 
Development Manager) will 
conduct the camp and will 
be assisted by local coaches. 
John Crawley (former Aus- 
tralian Joey and professional 
in Chile) will conduct the 
Goalkeeping program. 

Players will get a full 
physiological profile and 
technical report as well as 
expert training tips. Along 
with this kids will receive an 
Adidas ball and T-shirt plus 
have full use of the excellent 
facilities which include 
indoor pool, indoor gym- 
nasium and various other 


WOMEN'S SOCCER QUEENSLAND 


calling for applications for the 
following positions: 
STATE OPEN COACH — LEVEL 3 
STATE YOUTH COACH — LEVEL 3 
STATE JUNIOR COACH — LEVEL 3 
COACHES MUST HAVE RELEVANT EXPERIENCE FOR 
THE ABOVE THREE POSITIONS 
STATE JUNIOR ASSISTANT COACH 
FEMALE — LEVEL 2 
AS PART OF WSQ DEVELOPMENT OF FEMALE COACHES, EXPRES- 


SIONS OF INTEREST ARE SOUGHT FOR THE POSITION OF ASSISTANT TO 
THE STATE JUNIOR COACH 


BRISBANE SOUTH OPEN, YOUTH & JUNIOR 
COACHES — LEVEL 2 
BRISBANE NORTH OPEN, YOUTH & JUNIOR 


COACHES — LEVEL 2 
ALL TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION TO STATE AND NATIONAL CHAM- 
PIONSHIPS IS PROVIDED. APPLICATIONS MAY BE MADE TO:— 


Women's Soccer Queensland Inc, PO Box 93 


BRACKEN RIDGE QLD 4017 
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS : 31 October, 1997 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEK 


recreational activities at the 
centre. 

Gonzales says, “this is a 
first for the Coerver 
program and we believe it 
will be a big success.” 

“Tt is open to anybody 
from 10-16 and in those five 
days they will get the best 
coaching and training tips 
that is available. We are 
already getting many parents 
tinging up about the 
programs and I think this 
camp will attract a lot of 
interest.” 

For further infor- 
mation see our advert 
(right) or contact Oscar 
Gonzalez on (02) 
96291800. 


HELD 
WEDNESDAY 22ND OCTOBER 
FRIDAY 24TH OCTOBER 


THEN EVERY WEDNESDAY & 
FRIDAY FOR FOUR WEEKS 


918S5 Jonn KARABARASKOS & 
IAN RAEBURN 0411 175 559 


BORAMBOLA CENTRE WAGGA WAGGA 
AM FRI 16 JAN '98 TILL 
PM TUE 20 JAN '98 
DURATION: 5 DAYS & 4 NIGHTS 
AGE GROUPS: COERVER™ 
10-16 YRS icirts ano Boys) 
GOALKEEPERS: 

13-16 YRS «ciris AND Boys) 
COST: $350.00 att incLusive 
(DOES NOT INCLUDE TRANSPORT TO AND FROM THE CAMP) 
CLOSING DATE: 
31 OCTOBER, 1997 


Limited spaces avattable 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE PHONE: — 
SOCCER NSW COERVER™ COACHING 


102) 9629 1800 


BANKSTOWN G DISTRICT | 
AMATEUR SOCCER 
ASSOCIATION INC. 


BIRRONG PARK NO. 3, WOODS ROAD, SEFTON le 


U43 SUN 26 OCT @ 9.00AM... sl 
WED 22 OCT, WED 29 OCT @ 5.30PM 


U14 SUN 26 OCT @ 11.00AM.. B. 
WED 22 OCT WED 29 OCT @ 5.30PM 


U15 SUN 26 OCT @ 3.00 PM... 
THU 23 OCT. THU 30 OCT 


uA, SHELDRICK 


16 SUN 26 OCT @ 1.00 PM... 
THU 23 OCT. THU 30 OCT @ 5.30PM. 


"Join our push towards 
Super Youth" 


: FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT | 


B 
TONY KURTZ 


9600 6261 


sssui@. DUNLOP. 


& 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
British Soccer 


Dear Sir, 

‘The world’s greatest game, on the world’s greatest stage, in 
one of the world’s greatest sporting cities, that’s what it is about 
to happen on the 29th Nov in Melbourne, 

We all know the MCG was made for cricket, and there are 
better grounds to play Soccer on, but what better advertisement 
and exposure can you get in this country than to play this game 
in front of a sell-out crowd at this venue. 

We should be talking it ‘up’, not down. The world’s greatest 
sporting event is going to take place and we're going to be a 
part of it. So tell your family, your relatives, your friends, your 
neighbours, the stranger on the street: World Cup Fever is 
about to hit Melbourne! 

It's been a quarter-of-a-century since Australia graced the 
World Cup stage, it doesn’t matter who we play, this will be 
our big chance to go to the World Cup. 

‘As a show of strength, do it for the future of our code if you 
area true supporter. 

Let me see you there, more importantly, let me hear you 
I A E there, It’s up to us to make it as exciting as we can. 

Let us really rock the place like its never been rocked before. 

. zi g This will be one of Australia’s finest 90 minutes so rock the 
j : place like only a Soccer crowd can, 

For one day you'll be able to say, “I was there” when 
Australia qualified for the World Cup. 

Let's sell the place out, let’s make it a record crowd of 
100,000 plus Aussie fans singing together as one. Australia has 
never seen or felt anything like it. There'll be 100s of us 
coming from the West, spending 1000s of dollars to be there on 
what will be a historical night for Aussie Soccer. 

It will be a gathering of soccer fans from all over the 


AN ODE T0 
AUSSIE SOCCER 


Let us converge on the MCG as one on the 
29th of November 

Let the ‘Wave’ go round the MCG 

Let the concrete pillars of the stadium shake 
as the Socceroos take the field 

Let us sing with open hearts at the opening of 
the national anthem 

Let us cheer when he hear the roll call, Zelic, 
Slater, Tobin, Vidmar 

Let the game begin to the chants of Australia, 
Australia!!! 

Let the waves of Australian attacks bring our 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


Name: MILAN IVANOVIC, 
Date of Birth: December 
24, 1960 

Birthplace: Yugoslavia 
Previous Clubs: 0.F.K, 
Belgrade, Red Star 
(Yugoslavia) j 
Current Club: Adelaide 


belie oide : Single 
Occuy mn; Fulltime 
play 

Best Aspect Of Your 
Game: Reading of the 


game: 

Most Difficult Opponent: 

Paut Trimboli 

Most Impressive Local 

Player: Paul Trimboll and 

Branko Milosevic 

Favourite Overseas 

Player: Aurelio Vidmar, 

Paul Okon 

Favourite Overseas Club: 

Red Star E 

What Qualities Make a Good Coach: Ability to manage players 

What benefits, If any, did Australia gain playing weak Oceanic opponents: 
These matches gave us the chance to’play together with our Euro based 
players and get to know their styles 

Honours: South Australian State squads, and Australia's senior squad-51 full 


caps opponents to their knees. 
Ambitions For 1997: To:qualify for France '98 World Cup) Finals and be in Let the queue at halftime be not long 
Australia’s travelling squad Let the rain stay away 


Ambitions After Retiring: To remain in Soccer as a coach 
Most Memorable Moment: Playing in Australia's two World Cup qualifiers 


Let us reflect at halftime at what could have 
been, or what might be 


ae ‘Argentina in 1993. and winning League Championships with Adelaide: Let the second half begin 

jityin ‘92-and ‘94 Ieee fia . 

Hobbies © Soccer: Talevision afid'reading books Let us again unite in song: Aussie, Aussie!!! 
Best Goal You've Seen Scored: Marco Van Basten for Holland vs Russia in ‘88 Let the goals come that we need 

Euro Championship ‘if Let us show to all watching our pride and 
Favourite Food: Steak and Chips” passion 

Favourite Drink: Coke Let victory be near 


Sar kau Orlwe cies Sonimodore Let us hear the final whistle, with our victory 


secured 

Let us rejoice and wipe away our tears 

Let us show in voice to the players just what 
they have achieved 

Let the stadium shake as they lap around the 
field 

Let us get home safely as dawn will soon 
appear 


im Basinger 
Preferred Music: Any good music 
Favourite Comedian; Damian Mori... > 
Pet Hates: Dishonesty “4 
Special Advice To Young Players: Practice always and listen carefully to 


coach'siadvice : 
Person You Would Most Like To Meet: Kim Basinger 


Mick Stefanovic 
Bossley Park 


HOW......? 
With my help you'll ® Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 
At very competitive prices 


SALES/MARKETING MANAGER | 


PERM P/T POSITION 
ONE OF VICTORIA'S MOST PROGRESSIVE PREMIER LEAGUE 
CLUBS SEEKS TO EMPLOY A HANDS ON PERSON TO ASSIST THE 
CLUBS FUTURE ASPIRATIONS. RESPONSIBLE FOR OVERALL 
MARKETING OF THE CLUB, YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO SERVICE 


EXISTING SPONSORS AND ATTRACT NEW PARTNERS. NED ‘Accredited Fitness Leader 
comeniadion a b 
t o 5 Will come to you 
PLEASE WRITE TO: PRESIDENT, PORT MELBOURNE SHARKS Ss ; 
PO BOX 239 PORT MELBOURNE 3207 or @ ILIAS ORFANIDIS 


rax:- (03) 95219544 


APLICATIONS CLOSE ON OCTOBER 31, 1997 


PERSONAL TRAINING 
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© 0419 622 685 


country, so bring your Aussie spirit and strong Aussie voices as 
we progress on our journey to the World Cup. Let no-one 
discourage you from being there. 

Tf I've made your heart beat quicken, that's good because 
you are needed to help us on this mission. 

We've waited long enough for this day, let nothing stand in ~ 
our way and consider yourselves lucky to be part of it. 

Let’s see Soccer supporters from the West, the East, the 
North and the South of this great country of ours at the game. 

If we should win and qualify for the World Cup, there'll be 
some serious celebrating to do, not only for winning on the day 
but all past victories. 

Go Socceroos! Go Aussies! Spread the word! 


Paul Bottari 
Baleatfa, WA 


FEDERATION 
| SOCCER CLUB 


Youth League 
Trials 1998 


a Go ALL TIMES ARE 6PM TO 8PM 
PU13 TUE OCT 28, NOV 4, 11, 18 
y UI4 WED OCT 29, NOV 5, 12, 19 
U15 THu Oct 30, NOV 6, 13, 20 
Ss U16 FRI OCT 31, NOV 7, 14, 21 
LEVEL 2 COACHES REQUIRED 
HAJDUK STADIUM, 
130 EDENSER ROAD 
ST. JOHNS PARK 


Confact: PETER BANICEVIC 
0412152132 
PETER JAKSIC.- 
96322444 


TIGERS $C. 


YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 
"THE ABOVE CLUB IS STAGING ADDITIONAL TRIAL DATES: 
TRIALS FOR U13, U14, U15, UI6 


EVERY SATURDAY AS WELL AS THE PREVIOUSLY 
ADVERTISED TIME AND DATES 


U13 — 10.00aM U14 —11.30AM U15— 1.00PM 
U16 — 2.30PM 
Venue: LAMBERT PARK, MARION ST., 
LEICHHARDT NSW 
“Time: 10.00AM SHARP! 


FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES: 95652299 


by Jal McDermott 


South Melbourne 
Lakers maintained their 
lead on the Ericsson Cup 
table with a tradesman- 
like victory against a ten 
man Newcastle Breakers at 
Topper Stadium last 
Friday night. 

The expulsion of Breakers 
midfielder Peter Ritchie in 
the 48th minute proved the 
turning point in an intriguing 
top of the table clash. Until 
that crucial moment the 
match had.seemed evenly 
poised with both sides 
creating chances in an open 
encounter. 

The home team began 
brightly, with the aggressive 
running of the ‘in form’ 
Clayton Zane threatening 
and Lakers midfielder Bill 
Damianos being booked as 


early as the first minute. 

At the other end, a 
cunning Tansel Baser was 
proving more than a handful 
for young Newcastle 
defender Doug West. 

South Melbourne were 
admirably creative in this 
tricky away fixture. Their 
short passing looked 
ominous while the home 
side took time to settle. 

The best chance of the 
half came from a Troy 
Halpin corner in the 39th 
minute. His bending corner 
was met by the head of Matt 
Austin. His powerful nod 
bounced awkwardly in front 
of Baser, who could only 
scuff a desperate clearance 
that deflected toward the 
goal. The helpless keeper 
Michael Petkovic was 
relieved to catch the rebound 
from the post. 

Just after the resumption 


By Dwyght Tuttnell 


elbourne 
Knights broke 
through for 


their first-win of the 
season, beating Wollon- 
gong City 1-0 in 
unconvincing fashion, 


Their winner came in 
the 20th minute from 
Ransford Banini — just 
his second goal at this 
level — and his first for 
the Knights. 

Wolves, however, were 
unlucky not to gain a 
point, completely 
outshining the Knights 
midfield in the second 
half. 

Despite dominating all 
of ‘the second period, 
Wollongong 
couldn’t find 
the back of 
the net and 
the final pass 
let them 
down on 
man y 
occasions. 

While both 
Sonny Sevin 
and Scott 
Chipperfield 
were instrumental in 


Wollongong’s superiority 
in midfield, they rarely 
carved out a chance on 
the Knights goal. 

“IT am _— extremely 
disappointed,” Wolves 
coach Nick Theodora- 
kopoulos said at the end. 

“All credit to my 
players, they just kept 
pushing forward and 
forward but just couldn’t 
score goals. 

“The passing is good, 
the moving onto the ball 
is good, it’s just that the 
final touch is letting us 
down.” 

Andrew Marth and 
Wolves’ Anthony Surjan 
had both gone close for 
their respective sides 
before Banini scored 
what turned out to be the 
game’s winner. 

Brett Hughes, 
surprisingly, failed to 


hold on to Ante Deak’s - 


corner and the loose ball 
was cleared from the line, 
via Kutlesovski, to Banini 
to score one of the 
scrappiest goals of the 
year. 

The Wolves controlled 
the second half yet it was 
the Knights 
who had the 
two best 
chances. 

FL peOee Tht 
Pondeljak's 
break went 
unrewarded 
when 
Kutlesovski 
dithered on a 
great chance 
far too long 
before shooting wide. 


came the key moment in the 
clash. 

Peter Ritchie was sent off 
following a dubious tackle 
on Baser, Referee Matthew 
Breeze did not hesitate to 
pull out his red card. 

On another day the 
Breakers midfielder may 
have stayed on the park, but 
in defence of Breeze, he had 
shown his hand with a 
number of first half 
bookings for dangerous 
tackles. 

Newcastle responded 
positively to the setback, 
pressing forward and 
creating a number of close 
opportunities. In a space of 


five minutes the 
Novocastrians had their fans 
gasping, Zane going 


desperately close with a 
speculative volley from a 
tight angle. It skidded across 
the crossbar and for the 


| MELBOURNE KNIGHTS ............... 1 WOLLONGONG ............... 0 


second time the frame of the 
goal had denied them the 
lead. 

In the 66th minute came 
the crucial blow. With New 
Zealand __ international 
Vaughan Coveny brought 
on, the Lakers took the 
initiative. 

‘When Baser found his left 
hand channel blocked by 


The ‘Iceman’ was the 
villain again shortly after, 
with just a defender to 
beat he once again took 
too much time and fluffed 
the chance. 

The South Coasters 
piled on the pressure in 
the last ten minutes, 
Chipperfield coming 
close on two occasions 
with headers. 

In the end, Knights 
coach Ken Worden was. 
satisfied with three points 
and the fact they kept a 
clean sheet in doing so. 

“We expected to soak 
up a lot of pressure 
leading 1-0,” he said. 

“After we scored the 
goal in the first half, we 
just didn’t put them away. 

“We had a couple of 
chances in the second half 
that were the best of the 
game.” 


Andrew Marth: Melbourne Knights 


Glen Sprod he played a ball 
inside to Damianos. The 
young Socceroo slipped the 
ball to his captain, the 
enigmatic Trimboli found 
space inside the penalty area 
and despite being confronted 
by Halpin, mastered a tight 
angle and smashed home the 
opening goal. 

With ten minutes to go 


ROCKDALE ILINDEN 
SOCCER CLUB Inc. 


PLAYING AS ROCKDALE CITY SUNS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: PO BOX 95, ROCKDALE NSW 2216] 


YOUTH LEAGUE TRIAL SEASON 1998 


UNDER 13 & 14S 
MONDAY 20TH OCTOBER — 6.30PM 
SUNDAY 2ND & 9TH NOVEMBER — 10.30AM 


UNDER 15 & 16S 
WEDNESDAY 22ND OCTOBER — 6.30PM 
SUNDAY 2ND & 9TH NOVEMBER — 12.30PM 
ROCKDALE ILINDEN SPORTS CENTRE 
210 WEST BOTANY ST., ARNCLIFFE 
(ENTRANCE OPP SPRING AND TERRY STREETS) 


THIS YEAR THE CLUB HAS ACQUIRED THE SERVICES OF THE WELL KNOWN LOCAL 
SOCCER IDENTITY DEZ MARTON AND HIS COACHING STAFF. 

DEZ HAS PLAYED SOCCER AT ALL LEVELS AND WAS ONE OF THE ALL-TIME TOP 
GOAL SCORERS IN AUSTRALIA. SOME OF HIS STUDENTS INCLUDE WELL KNOWN 
SOCCEROOS SUCH AS ROBBIE SLATER AND GRAHAM ARNOLD. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:— 
JIM VELIANOSKI: 9567 2363 019 666 195 
0419 012 002 


Venue: 


2x 


DEZ MARTON: 


and the home side tiring 
without their full 
complement, the Lakers put 
the result beyond doubt. 
Substitute Con Boutsianis 
played a crisp one-two with 
Curcija on the edge of the 
area and when he looked to 
slide the ball home he was 
clearly fouled by Sprod and 
Lowe. Panopoulos was 
clinical from the spot, 
sending Baker the wrong 
way to make it 2-0. 

Neweastle coach John 
Kosmina was happy with his 
side’s application in trying 
circumstances. He reflected 
that a slight lapse in 
concentration had cost his 
side at least a point. 

“Maybe we were a bit 
naive. You can't afford to 
give players any room at this 
level. If that player is a guy 
like Trimboli, you’re bound 
to get hurt. 


DAS SEAFOOD 


Newcastle Topper 
Breakers: Baker; Sprod, 
Pryce, McManus, Austin 
{Wilson 74), West 
(Lowe 68), Halpin, 
Ritchie, Zane, Bennett, 
tronside. 


South Melbourne: 
Petkovic, De Amicis, 
Blatsis, Orlic, Clarkson, 
Panopoulos, 
Anastasiadis (Coveny 
60), Damianos, Baser 
(Boutsianis 68), Curcija, 
Trimboli 

SCORERS: 

Lakers: Trimboll (66), 
Panopoulos 79. 

Red Cards: 

Ritchie (NTB) 48. 


Referee: Mathew 


© DASTA 


HOME MADE 


Vancety of sweets, foccacias, 
Greek and Mediterranean dishes 


GREEK PLATTER FOR TWO WITH 
WARIETY OF GREEK DELICACIES 
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Wolves at 


Pitch 


Fever 


by Phil Murphy 
I was an interesting season launch for the Wolves. 

‘They had a night at the movies! 

The function culminated with a screening of ‘Fever 
Pitch’, the movie based on the life of a fanatical Arsenal 
supporter. 

Something different- wonder what they'll do next year? 


ccececCcas 


Wissen City captain Matt Horsley has passed 
a very special milestone. He has now played 
more games with the Wolves than any other player. 

The previous record of 160 games was held by centre- 
back and former youth international Ray Vliestra, who 
retired a few years ago and now is a successful cattle 
breeder at Albion Park. 

The Wolves will make a special presentation to Horsley 
before Sunday’s game. 

He is still only 23 and could create a record that would 
be hard to beat. 

A product of the Balgownie junior club, he won the 
ISA Premier League Player of the Year twice, when he 
was just 15-16 years old. 

He quickly joined the Wolves Youth Squad and was 
promoted to the side by former coach David Ratcliffe, 

A development officer with the club, Horsley told 
ABSW it was an honour to receive the reward. 

“Ray was a local product who played with my junior 
club and did very well with Wolves and it is significant,” 
he said. 

“It proves local lads can succeed at Wolves and there 
are five of us in the squad this season. 

“With the junior set-up really working well at the 
moment I am sure that trend will continue.” 


ccccenuocgg 


he Wolves have made four new signings and coach 
Nick Theodorakopoulos believes they will all be in 
his starting line-up this season, ~ 
The new faces are Robbie Stanton, David Huxley, 
George Souris and Ray Younis. 
A former youth international signed from Marconi, 
Stanton went straight into the Wolves side during their 


successful pre-season campaign. 

Souris was on the bench for their opening Ericsson Cup 
game against Brisbane and came on in the closing stages. 

Huxley and Younis both played in the youth team 
against the Queensland Academy. 

‘The latter came to Wollongong from Bankstown, in the 
Super League, and has an interesting background. 

Younis was keen on athletics and won a Gold medal in 
a relay at the State Championships. However, his interest 
in athletics usually waned at the beginning of every soccer 
season. He has clocked 10.7 seconds for the 100 metres, 
and this should make him hard to run down operating as a 
right-sided wingback. 


ccccgcccae 


‘alloween is on October 31, and to mark the 

occasion Wolves will adopt a Halloween theme for 
Sunday’s game against the Newcastle Breakers at WIN 
Stadium. 

All the usual Halloween activities such as ‘apple 
bobbing’ will be observed and there will be face painting 
for the kids. Another good reason to get down and support 
the team. 


BEWARE 


BENN'S IN 


oe THE FAST 


With the 1997/8 Ericsson Cup now in 
full swing, Australian Soccer fans might 
just have caught up with off-season 
transfers. 

While Culina has rebuilt the Cosmos 
and Farina has added to the Champions, 
Newcastle Breakers again have been 
largely absent from the player market. 

Since assuming his post in Newcastle, 
Breakers boss John Kosmina has 
bemoaned a lack of quality players 
available on the market. Rather than 
spending for ‘spending’s sake’, the former 
Socceroo has instead relied almost 
exclusively on local talent. 

This season he has again signed a 
handful of promising locals to add to his 
young squad. One of the new boys is Benn 
Lane, and many are saying it’s about time. 

Lane, 23, has finally secured a National 
League contract. An U/21 State League 
Player of the Year award in 1993 hinted at 
things to come, but the diminutive striker 
found it hard to break into a settled squad 
at Adamstown Rosebud. 

In 1996, amid turmoil at the ‘Buds’, 
Lane succeeded in gaining a release from 
the troubled State Leaguers. 

He followed long-time mentor Greg 
Smith to Hamilton Olympic in the 
Northern First Division, winning the 
prestigious NBN Player of the Year award 
in his first season. 

When Smith was appointed Youth team 
boss at the Breakers for 1996/97, many 
thought it logical Lane would be snapped 
up. Wrong! 

While the Breakers did sign a number of 
locals, the Olympic striker missed out. 

It took another twelve months for Lane 
to put things right. So how did the player 
respond to missing out the first time? 

“I'd be lying if I said 1 wasn't 
disappointed, but that’s football. The 


LANE 


By Jal McDermott 


award actually added a bit of pressure but I 
just aimed at playing consistently all 
year.” 

Consistency and persistence paid off 
and Lane joins a squad full of familiar 
faces from his junior days. He admits the 
local content of the Breakers has helped 
him settle in quickly to the rigours of the 
Ericsson Cup. 

“It makes it a lot easier knowing most of 
the guys. I’ve played with, or against, most 
of them for years so I know some of them 
quite well. Of course it’s not all smooth 
and easy when there are spots on the line, 
There are no favours on the training 
pitch.” 

The Breakers’ new attacker joins a 
number of talented front-runners in line for 
positions in the first eleven. Clayton Zane, 
Liam Maguire and Jason Bennett remain 
with the Novocastrians, thriving under the 
direction of former Socceroo striker 
Kosmina. 

So what is Lane’s agenda in his first 
year? h 

“I am concentrating mainly on learning 
as much as I can, Hopefully I can put some 
pressure on the established players and 
secure a spot for myself. 

“I consider myself an attacker rather 
than an-out-and-out striker. At the moment 
Kossie has been working with Zane and 
Bennett up front so I've just got to try and 
pick up as much as I can.” 

Over a long, gruelling Ericsson Cup 
season there is little doubt Lane will get 
his chance at the elite level. 

While he underplays his burning 
ambitions, this young forward is desperate 
to take his chance in the Ericsson Cup. 
With the loss of Scott Thomas and Harry 
James in the close season, Lane might just 
add the depth and steel the Breakers will 
need to steal a spot in the top six. 


LAKERS $4 


PORTING: 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 
fter a season which had seen South Melbourne 
nearly booted out of the league, fined $90,000 and 
placed on a $100,000 good behaviour bond for 
supporter trouble, some Lakers fans haye decided 
enough was enough. 

Leon Kermiras and four of his friends approached 
South Melbourne with a list full of grievances after 
witnessing what some South ‘fans’ had done on the bus 
trip back from Parramatta Stadium after the Lakers had 
been beaten by Sydney United in last season’s preliminary 
final. 

The club was more than happy to hear Leon and his 
mates’ complaints, but asked them if they were prepared 
to do anything about it. From this was formed the Lakers 
Supporters Group. 

The Supporters Group wrote letters to all Lakers 
members and had about 60 people to their meeting in 
August. 

“That night we got an indication that many people felt 
the same way we do,” Leon said. 

The group volunteer their time to help the club in any 
way possible and one such occasion was to inform local 


residents of the Albert Park and South Melbourne area 
about the club. 

5000 homes received information packs about the club, 
something the Lakers gained a positive reaction to. 

“The locals knew there was a soccer club in the area 
but didn’t know who they were or what league they 
played in,” he said. 

While it’s still in its formative stages, and many Lakers 
fans do not know of it yet, the group enjoys a terrific 
working relationship with the South Melbourne board. 

They have regular meetings with president George 
Vasilopoulos and general manager Peter George and the 
rest of the club is fully behind it. 

“Tn terms of what they have offered us, the club has 
been incredible,” Leon said. 

“But our group is not only for South Melbourne fans, 
we're more than happy to get in contact with everyone.” 

The Lakers are desperate to avoid some of the scenes 
that plagued what was an otherwise successful season. 

Already Vasilopoulos and coach Angie Postecogiou 
have appealed to fans in the club’s match programme to 
support the club, but don’t go over the top in doing it. 

Increased security measures and not allowing any 
foreign flags into Bob Jane Stadium are just a couple of 
ideas the Lakers are implementing to help their image. 
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Alagich injured 


by Val Migliaccio 


ae Sharks midfielder Richie 
Alagich underwent knee cartilage 
operation surgery last Tuesday. He 
sustained the injury during the clash against 
UTS Olympic and is expected to miss four 
weeks of the Ericsson Cup. 


BRAZILIANS CLEARED? 
The Sharks received some good news 
regarding the international clearance of 
Brazilian attacking midfielder Bigu. 
Coach Adrian Santrac was hoping the 
paperwork would be ready in time for the clash 
with Marconi last Saturday night. Brazilian 
counterpart, Pedro Paolo Oliveira, is also close 
to the all clear. 


ZEBRAS SEASON LAUNCH 
Adelaide City Zebras launched their 1997-98 
season last Thursday at the Hindley Park Royal, 
Sponsors were announced: Clipsal, Festival 
City Wines and Spirits and Primo Smallgoods. 
Director, Don Totino, who has a 29 year old 
association with the club, presented the 
sponsor's cheque to President Austin Toner. 
Joe DePinto and John MacNamara of MMI 
Insurance, new platinum sponsors of the 
Zebras, also presented him with a cheque. 


TICKET FOR THE MCG 
SELLING FAST 

Sea Air Travel have packages to Melbourne 
for Australia’s 2nd Leg World Cup Qualifier at 
the MCG on November 29. Sea Air Travel 
director, Tom Tigani, said tickets are selling 
fast. 

Packages start at $189 including a return 
coach fare, twin share accommodation and 
reserve seating at the M.C.G. 

Package 2 is valued at $349 with return 
economy fare, twin share accommodation and 
reserve seating, 

For more information call Sea Air Travel on 
telephone 8356 3266. 


MARIO CORTI- 
A CHAMPION AT 66 

Mario Corti, 66 years young, won a Bronze 
medal in the Masters Squash Championship 
played recently at Byron Bay. 

‘What’s so unusual about that you may ask? 

Corti, a former Italian international and 
Serie A captain of Catania and Sampdoria, only 
recently took up the sport. 

However, he also uses his footballing 
expertise as the skills coach at Adelaide City, 
taking many of the squad before Zebra coach 
John Nyskohus and assistant Joe Mullen 
commence training. 


Results 
Round Three 


Newcastle Breakers ...0 South Melbourne....2 
Melbourne Knights......1 Wollongong City ....0 
Canberra Cosmos........ 1 Carton SC 
Marconi Fairfield......... 2 Adelaide Sharks 


Brisbane Strikers 


eerie 3 


UTS Olympic........ 
Adelaide City........... 


SYDNEY 


UNITED 


SOCCER cLuB 


FRIDAY 24 th ........... Sydney United Draw Brisbane | wecvvnssseeseeeeneesseeeseseeenene Adelaide Sharks Draw Canberra 
2.25 3.25 2.75 1.35 4.60 8.00 
SATURDAY 25th cc CARETONG == Drawer = AdGAKECVEl ocak tee eee 
2.75 3.25 2.25 Eases 
SUNDAY 2601 ........c.0.00 Perth Glory Draw Melb. Knights | | shown fora home 
win under team on 
: 2.00 3.25 3.00 es a oe under 
Rate wees Gippsland Draw Marconi Wf 
or reaper mage win under fea o Bet on Soccer just hy 
ividends 
ene: Wollongong Draw Newcastle ee fora stake of picking up the phone. 
1.00. This 
2.25 3.25 2.75 information as 
Ba ae South Melbourne Draw —‘ Marconi pourtes ed 75132 946 ..that’s 132 WIN! 
4.45 3.75 7.00 
_—_ sa ela 1997/98 ERICSSON CUP 
South Melbourne........3 210 727 HOT SHOTS LEADING GOALSCORERS 
Sydney United...........3 210 627 
Cariton.... 13210637 Player Club Goals 
Marconi ... 3 201416 
UTS Olympic...... 3201536 Clayton Zane Newcastle Breakers 4 
Newcastle Breakers ...3 1115 5 4 x 
Melbourne Knights....3 1141 3 3 4 cee ca aa s 
Gippsland Falcons 1 A21,,.2-8.4 lichae Brooks Adelaide City 
Adelaide City .... 101433 Bill Damianos South Melbourne 2 
Adelaide Sharks 405257 3 reake xr: David Mitchell Sydney United 2 
ces 102143 | | Jag ie EEF | vere Poime UTS Olympic 2 
Perth GIOTY -ccseeee-scen 3102363 ‘ : 
Wollongong...............- 2QnOe Ie 01F2 "6 SY TOPPER ta ae 
Canberra Cosmos........ 3003280 Dp 
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Gippsland Falcons 


Compiled b; Ha 
Coospliet by BOvtsy, Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne 
NATIONAL South Meloune Rockets 
vis 
YOUTH LEAGUE NORTHERN DIVISION 
pee at PWDLF AP 
Round Two as 211050 
Newcastle Br. 1 1005 3 3 
UTSOlympic 11 00 3 1 3 
SOUTHERN DIVISION nes eae aes 
ACTAS 2-0. 2x03 3a 
Leeds 4 Newcastle 1 Sydney United 1 0 102 2 1 
WestHam 3. Bolton Marconi Fair. 2 0 112 4 1 
SydneyU.C. 1001020 
PWDLFEAP UTSOly.Cols 1 0 010 5 0 
Arsenal 16 5027 10 B WollongongC. 1 0 100 0 1 
BlackbumR. 11 6 4 1 21 9 22 AIS 
Marconi 
Altona Magic 1 South Melbourne Rockets 1 
(Bogdanovski) (Yilmaz) ROUND 3 
(Match abandoned after 66 minutes following a power 
failure) SOUTHERN DIVISION 
Heidelberg U. 0 Bentleigh Greens 1 Sunday 18 October 
(Haidar) Bentleigh Greens v Gippsland Falcons 
Bulleen Inter 1 Albury Wodonga 0 (2.45 pm. TBA) 
(Salvatore) VIS v Altona Magic (4 pm, Dendy Park) 
South Melb, 1 Melbourne Knights 3 Sunday 19 October 
(Kasikakis) (Kalabric (2), Vojtek) Albury Wodonga v Carlton (3 pm, Diamond Park) 


: Monday 20 October 
NORTHERN DIVISION Bulleen Inter v Heidelberg United 
(pm, Veneto Club) 
Bye- South Melbourne, Bye Melbourne Knight, 


Wollongong E7088 Bye South Melbourne Rockets 


NSWIS 3 Newcastle Breakers 5 

(Watkins (2) Catanzaro) (Owens 2, Jakowiez, Tanceyski, Gowan) NORTHERN DIVISION 
Marconi Fair, 1 ACTAS 1 

Sydney United 1 Marconi Fairfield Colts 3 Friday 17 October 


Newcastle Breakers v UTS Olympic Colts 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


1 D AW, 
Bulleen 2 
Carlton 1 
Bentleigh Greens? 
Albury Wod. 
Heidelberg U. 


Altona Magic 


WwW 
2 
1 
1 
0 
0 


cooso 
Soe oor 
connes 


1 
0 
2 
1 
1 


coun 


1 
1 


(5 pm. Topper Stadium) 
Saturday 18 October 


ACTAS v Marconi Fairfield Colts 


(4.30 p.m,, Seiffert Oval) 


AIS v Sydney United (7 p.m., AIS Soccer Stadium) 


Sunday 19 October 
UTS Olympic v NSWIS 
(4 p.m. Belmore Sports Centre) 


Sydney United Colts v Wollongong City 
(5.30 p.m. Sydney United Sports Stadium) 


Bye- QAS, Bye Marconi Fairfield 


ALL CHANGE 
IN QUEENSLAND 


by Micky Brock 


Fetes an extensive and 
comprehensive restructuring of 
their State Leagues, the 
Queensland Soccer Federation 
(QSF) have announced further 
plans to accommodate the growing 
interest in the sport. 

‘The changes are part of a program 
that will see two new clubs - Gold 
Coast City and Mt Gravatt - added to 
the XXXX Premier Soccer League 
after it was decided that expansion 
was the way forward. 

QSF President Wallace Dann 
commented: “The announcement 
continues the process that started two 
years ago with major constitutional 


changes which allowed the Board of 


Directors to proceed with a 
significant restructure of its 
competitions. 


“The Board is encouraged by the 
progress achieved by a number of 
clubs and decided to increase the size 
of the Premier League. 

IT have no doubt that the admission 
of these two clubs will add to the 
attractiveness of our flagship 
competition. We can look forward to 
a very interesting 1998 coemption.” 

As yet, the actual format of the 
1998 Premier League remains a 
mystery although it is read that 
further announcements will be 
forthcoming, however, the Board has 
decided, following extensive 
assessments of Club applications, 


that: 

1/ The 1998 XXXX Premier 
Soccer League will comprise ten (10) 
clubs, 

2/ The following clubs be invited 
to participate in the Premier League 
next season: Beenleigh, Brisbane 
City, Brisbane Lions, Bundaberg 
Waves, Coalstars, Gold Coast City, 
Mt Gravatt, Rochedale Rovers, 
Taringa Rovers, Wynnum District, 

3/ The 1998 First Division will 
consist of two leagues of equal status, 
with each league operating as a 
separate competition, 

4/ The following clubs be invited 
to participate in the First Division: 

Semi Professional Division One 
(North); Albany Creek, Eastern 
Suburbs, Grange Thistle, Mitchelton, 
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Newmarket, North Star, Pine Rivers, 
The Gap, University of Qld, 

Semi Professional Division One 
(South); Acacia Ridge, Capalaba, 
Inala City, Olympic United, Redlands 
United, Rocklea United, Slacks 
Creek, Souths United, Toowoomba 
United. 

5/ Neither the Board nor its 
representatives will comment 
publicly on the contents of individual 
Club applications or the reasons for 
inclusion or exclusion of individual 
Clubs, 

6/ The admission of a Club to a 
particular League/Division for the 
1998 season will be subject to: 

(a) acceptance by the Club of 
conditions imposed by the Board, 
where applicable; and, 


Craig Moore - Australia and Glasgow Rangers 


QUEENSLAND 
SOCCER FEDERATION 


(b) the result of any appeal(s) 
which may be forthcoming in relation 
to the Composition of Divisions, 

7/ The specified number of Clubs 
per Division will not be increased to 
accommodate any successful 
appeal(s). In the event that a Club 
gains admission to a particular 
Division by virtue of such an appeal, 
it could be expected that another Club 
from that Division would be 
downgraded to offset the 
consequential increase in numbers. 


In essence, what is happening to 
football in Queensland is the 
ushering in of a new era. Anything 
that creates more interest and larger 
Jeagues in Australian soccer must be 
applauded. 


FRANK FARINA'S 
LOOKING FOR ANSWERS 
TO GOAL FAMINE 


k Farina’s patience is starting to wear a litte thin after 
the Strikers crashed to their second home defeat of the 


season against Perth last Saturday night. 

Farina knows the problem but how to correct it is another matter. 

“We're not scoring goals, In the past we've had at least two 
people scoring goals,” he said. 

“At the moment though I don’t know what it is, whether it’s poor 
technique or whether people are rushing in front of goals or other 
teams are defending very well. 

“We've had two home games and no goals and that’s pretty 
ordinary in my book.” 

Farina believes a little luck will go a long way to fixing the 
problem, but that won't happen unless the midfield and forwards 
start to lift their game. 

Farina still is without former New Zealand international Chris 
Zoricich who is still three weeks away from making a comeback 
from a knee injury. 

Farina replaced Sean Cranney at halftime against Perth and is 
hoping the former Socceroo can pick up fitness in training. 

“Our strengths in the past have been getting the ball down to Sean 
and Troy on the flanks and getting in behind defenders, but that’s not 
happening at the moment,” Farina said, 

“Sean finished his first week of training this week and it was a 
gamble to keep playing him. 

“His fitness has to come in training now.” 


CHAMPIONS 
TO BE DECIDED 
THIS SUNDAY 


T:: coming Sunday sees the biggest day in Amateur Soccer 
i 


in the state of NSW, with the final2s of the ‘Champion of 
Champions’ series at Valentine Sports Park. 

For the past month and a half the champion teams from each 
district in NSW (including Northern NSW) ranging from 
Under/10s to Over 35s (Men's) and Under/16s to All-Age 
(Women’s). 

Apart from two age groups all the finalists are decided with the 
Under/12 and Under 17s to be finalised after last weekend. 

In the main match, at 2.30, the All Age Men's will be played. 

It will be an all Northern Suburbs affair with Wakehurst (Manly 
Warringah) taking on Chatswood Rangers (Ku-Ring-Gai). 
Wakehurst will start favourites with many former State League 
players in the side. 

This year will see just one team from the country make the 
finals with Lismore team Goonellabah in the 15s. 

They take on Inter Lions, who are looking to make back-to-back 
wins after winning the 14s in 1996. 

Marconi in the 11s is also looking for back-to-back wins after 
success in the 10s last year, while Pittwater RSL, who lost last 
year's 13s final have a chance for victory in the 14s this year. 

The first games will kick-off at 8.30am (see draw attached). 
For further information contact Bill Cullinan on (02) 9629 
1800. 


FRANK FARINA - LOOKING FOR ANSWERS 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


AMATEUR SOCCER 
FEDERATION Gy 


1997 MERCANTILE MUTUAL 


‘CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS’ 
ROUND FIVE - 26TH OCTOBER 1997. 


10 Year Old Age Grow 

North Rocks y Lindfield 
Valentine Sports Park 3 

11 Year Old Age Group 
Leichhardt Tigers v Marconi 
Valentine Sports Park 3 

12 Year Old Age Group 
Ingleburn RSL/St Clair v CSI 
Valentine Sports Park2 — 

13 Year Old Age Group 
Bankstown vy Prairewood Utd 
Valentine Sports Park 2 

14 Year Old Age Group 
Pittwater RSL v Balgownie 
Valentine Sports Park 2 

15 Year Old Age Group 
Inter Lions v Goonellabah 
Valentine Sports Park 3 

16 Year Old Age Group 
Gymea United v St Andrews 
Valentine Sports Park 3_ 

17 Year Old Age Group 
Sylvania/Enfield v Marayong 
Valentine Sports Park 1 

18 Year Old Age Group 
Menai Hawks v Woonona Jnrs 
Valentine Sports Park 1 

21 Year Old Age Group 

Lilli Pilli v Birrong 

Valentine Sports Park 1 

All Age Men Age Group 
Wakehurst v Chatswood Rangers 
Valentine Sports Park 1 . 2.30pm 
Over 35s Group 

Sylvania Hts v Kissing Point 
Valentine Sports Park 2 

16 Year Old Women’s Group 
Seaforth YC v Liverpool City Robins 
Valentine Sports Park 3 2.30pm 
All Age Women’s Group 
Seasiders v Coasties Red 
Valentine Sports Park 2 


8.30am 
9.4S5am 
8.30am 
9.45am 
11.00am 
11.00am 
12.45pm. 
8,30am 
10.30am 


12,30pm 


2.45pm. 


12.45pm 


By BOB BROOKS 
t the recent NSW 
Soccer Federation 
ntation Night for 
Diyisions One to Five, the 
vastly experienced Louis 
Dounis of Hurstville City 
Minotaurs was the big 
winner, 

He was leading scorer in 
Division One and 
subsequently took the 
‘Golden Boot’ Award. He 
hardly had time to catch his 
breath before he was back on 
stage to receive the trophy 
for Best and Fairest Player. 

He finished narrowly 


ahead of Bathurst 75 striker 
Scott Mutton and veteran 
Gerry Gomez, who has spent 
the last few seasons with 
Eastern Suburbs. 

Sepp Disch from Dulwich 
Hill SC took the award as 
Division Two Best and 
Fairest. 

Eastern Suburbs provided 
the Under/21 player in Shane 
Swords while Adrian Blanco 
from Fairfield Bulls won the 
Under/18 vote. 

“Fair Play’ awards went to 
Bathurst 75 in Division One 
and University of NSW in 
Division Two. 


HURSTVILLE CITY MINOTAURS S.C. 1997 1ST DIVISION PREMIERS 


Top row (L-R): Peter Sarikakis (Coach), J. Mylonas, J. Manolopoulos, N. Andreou, G. Kalogeras, L. Douni ~anagakis (Capt.), J. liopoulos, 
A. Tziizilokis (Physio), S. Andreou (Manager). Bottom row {L-R): Kylie O'Brien (Trainer), T. Pontidas, T. Mihaljevic, M. Sarikakis, J. Kallianis, D. 
Fernandez, G. Zabetakis. Missing: P. Papouthis, J. Wells, G. Mamolis. 
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‘ou can take it as 
official, The 

Golden Goal is in 
for next year’s World 
Cup Finals. At a recent 
meeting between world 
television broadcasters of 
the tournament and the 
FIFA Organising 
Committee, it was 
confirmed that the 
Golden Goal will apply as 
a mode to decide drawn 
matches that go into 
extra time in the 
knockout phase of the 
tournament. 

The decision came as a 
surprise to many because it 
had been thought that FIFA 
President Joao Havelange 
was very much against the 
idea. And he was and still 
is, However, not for the 
first time in recent years, 
the President was rolled by 
other members of the 
executive, further implying 
that his autocratic rule on 
the World Game is now 
vastly weakened. Most 
significant was the bizarre 
decision to elect Japan and 
Korea joint hosts of the 


2002 World Cup, 
something which 
Havelange opposed. 


While on that occasion I 
sympathised with him, for 
the decision was nothing 
more than weak kneed 


political expediency, I 
have no sympathy for him 
over his latest defeat. I am 
a fan of the Golden Goal, 
even if it doesn’t always 
come. When it was tried in 
Euro ‘96, the first 
experiment in a major 
senior tournament, many 
said that it failed because 
the Golden Goal didn’t 
materialise in every match 
taken into extra time and 
the dreaded penalty 
shootout ensued anyway. 
The critics missed the 
point. The Golden Goal, 
though not always 


producing the goal itself, 
has manifestly changed the 
way the game is now 
played in extra time. In the 
pre-Golden Goal era, 
coaches tended to urge 


Zelko Kalac: UK work permit problems 


their players to sit back, 
bore the hell out of 
everybody, and wait for the 
50/50 lottery of the 
penalties. Now the coaches 
know the risks of that are 
too great and are inspired 
to instruct their players to 
attack and grab the sudden 
death match decider. We 
now have open, end-to-end 
periods of extra time, In 
Euro '96, the extra periods 
of the England v Spain and 
England y Germany 
matches produced two of 
the most thrilling half 
hours of football in my 
memory. Even if both went 
to the shootout. And of 
course the final itself was 
decided by the Golden 
Goal, Better that then the 
penalties which determined 
the last World Cup final, 
wouldn't you say? 

By the way, just 
returning to the issue of the 
2002 World Cup being 
jointly hosted by Japan and 
Korea. During a visit to 
Seoul last week for a 
meeting of broadcasters, I 
attended a reception hosted 
by the 2002 World Cup 
organisers. The hosts in 
fact were all Korean, they 
made the speeches and the 
familiar logo of the 
original Korean World Cup 
bid adorned all the walls. 
Not a mention, not a sign 
of co-hosts Japan 
anywhere in sight, 

Where, we wondered, 
was the spirit of unity and 
co-operation _ loudly 
promised when the joint- 
hosting was announced in 
Zurich last year? 

° 


England’s cumbersome 
ways to limit foreign 
players might be 
overhauled thanks to the 
latest affair concerning 
Socceroo keeper Zeljko 
Kalac. As you are aware he 
is wanted by Portsmouth, 
but is still cooling his heels 
because he is not permitted 
a work permit under 
English players union 
regulations which appar- 
ently prescribe that only 
players who have repre- 
sented their countries in 70 
per cent of their recent 
matches. It’s meant to be 
some kind of quality 
control for the players that 
enter England and take the 
places of local born 
players. 

Soccer Australia chief 
David Hill correctly said 
last week that the system, in 
the case of Australian 
players, is unworkable. 
Aussie players are scattered 
so far and wide these days, 
their availability so 
irregular, that it is virtually 
impossible for the national 
coach to field the same 
team twice. Consistent 
appearances in the national 
team are therefore near 
impossible, 

Furthermore poor old 
Kalac is at another 
disadvantage in that he is 
not married to an English 
girl and neither does he 
have a trace of British 
blood anywhere in his 
lineage, and the two 
countries for which he 
could qualify as a citizen, 
Australia and Croatia, are 
not part of the European 
Union. Yet Robbie Enes, 


who has less than a quarter 
of the Australian caps 
Kalac has, already has his 
work permit. Simply 
because his father is 
Portuguese and he has 
been able to secure a 
Portuguese passport. And 
because Portugal is a 
member of the EU, there is 
not a sausage the English 
players union can do to 
stop him from playing in 
England. 

The mind indeed 
boggles when it comes to 
some of the foreign players 
that play in England, Take 
the Brazilian Emerson who 
is with Middlesbrough. He 
has never played for Brazil 
in his life and in fact most 
Brazilians to this day have 
never heard of him, So 
where is the 70 per cent 
rule? The answer is that, 


Joao Havelange: Head of FIFA 


because of his years 
playing for FC Porto, 
Emerson now carries a 
Portuguese —_ passport. 
Similarly all Australian 
players whose parental 
origins are German 
(Schwarzer), Ttalian 
(Corica), Spanish (Bernal), 
Dutch (Van Blerk) or 
Greek (Lazaridis) can 
laugh their way to a British 
work permit. Poor ‘Spider’ 
Kalac can’t. 

The only thing that 
puzzles me in this whole 
affair is, why is such a 
talented player as Kalac so 
dependent on joining a 
First Division English club 
called Portsmouth? The 70 
per cent rule only applies 
in England and he would 
have no trouble getting a 
permit in, say, Germany, 
France or Spain. 
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QUICKEST 
SEND OFF? 


Arsenal's Jason 
Crowe entered English 
soccer's record books 
last week when he was 
sent off after just 33 
seconds in his debut 
game for the Gunners, 
the quickest dismissal 
of a player In the 
competition. 

The 19-year-old 
defender came off the 
bench for former 
England international 
Lee Dixon at the start of 
extra time as Arsenal 
and Birmingham City 
battled their way to a 1- 
1 draw in normal time 
of their League Cup 
third round clash at 
Highbury. 

An _ over-zealous 
challenge on the 
visitors’ Martin 
O'Connor left referee 
Uriah Rennie with little 
option but to send him 
off. 

A spokesperson for 
‘The Association of 
Football Statisticians’ 
confirmed Crowe's 
place in the sport's “hall 
of shame.” 

The spokesperson 
continued: “We have 
never come across any 
player who has been 
sent off so quickly on 
his debut for a club. 

“There have been 
players who have been 
sent off in the first 
minute before but none 
had been making his 
debut. 

“The previous fastest 
we can find is Stoke 
City's John Ritchie, who 
came on in a UEFA Cup 
tie against Kalser- 
slautern In September 
1972 and was sent back 
off again 40 seconds 
later.” 

Crowe will now 
automatically miss 
Arsenal's next three 
League Cup matches 
after going on to defeat 
their visitors 4-1 aet, 


FRANCE 
WARMING 
uP 


it was announced this 
week that World Cup 
hosts France will face 
Scotland in a friendly 
match at St. Etienne on 
November 12. 

The match will kick- 
off at 20:45 local time, 
the French Football 
Association announced 
Wednesday. 

France chose to face 
Scotland rather than 
Poland, who have failed 
to qualify for France 98, 

The last meeting 
between the teams was 
in Paris in October, 
1989 when the French 
won 3-0 in a World Cup 
qualifying match. 

After playing Scot- 
land, France will play 
warm-up matches 
against Spain on 
January 28, to mark the 
opening of the new 
Stade de France, 
followed by Norway - 
February 25 in 


Marseille, Russia - 
March 25 in Moscow, 
Sweden - April 22 
(venue to be 
confirmed), Morocco 
and Belgium in a 
tournament in Morocco 
at the end of May and 
Finland - June 5 in 
Helsinki. 


PATRICE 
LOKO 
BACK IN 
TRAINING 


France striker Patrice 
Loko worked out at 
Paris St Germain’s 
training facilities for the 
first time since going 
into psychiatric care 
two months ago. 

Loko trained on his 
own with PSG's 
physical fitness coach 
Jean-Claude Perrin 
while the rest of the 
team worked with 
manager Ricardo and 
his assistant Joel Bats. 

The striker suffered a 
nervous breakdown in 
August and was 
admitted to a local 
psychiatric hospital after 
becoming depressed 
when relegated to the 
bench as a reserve for 
the club's new Italian 
striker Marco Simone 
and Florian Maurice, a 
rival for the France 1998 
World Cup squad. 


SAUDI 
ARABIA 
AXE THE 
COACH 


Saudi Arabia coach 
Eduardo Vingada was 
fired following the 
narrow 1-0 victory over 
Qatar in a World Cup 
qualifier and will be 
replaced by German 
Otto Pfeister for the 
remainder of the 
qualifying competition. 


JAMAICA 
FEAR FOR 
FANS 


Jamaica has sent 
officials to El Salvador 
to create a “zone of 
comfort” for fans at the 
November 9 World Cup 
qualifying match, 
fearing for the safety of 
their supporters in a 
country that once went 
to war over a football 
match! 

Jamaica's embassy in 
Mexico has been 
instructed to help 
ensure the safety of 
Jamaicans travelling to 
San Salvador for the 
game. 

The visitors fears 
were publicised by 
legislator Arthur 
Nelson, who wrote to 
the Foreign Ministry 
indicating some 
supporters of the 
Jamaican national team 
were “concerned about 
their welfare" in El 
Salvador. 

Ben Clare, Minister of 


State for Foreign Affairs, 
said Jamaican protocol 
and sports officials were 
flying to San Salvador 
to “discuss all problems 
we have foreseen so 
that the security and 
other aspects can be 
teed.” 

World Cup politics in 
the home country 
reached extraordinary 
levels in 1969 when a 
play-off game against 
neighbouring Honduras 
sparked fighting that 
lasted two weeks and 
resulted in the death of 
more than 2,000 
people. 

Jamaica won 1-0 in 
the first leg in Kingston 
and a draw will be 
enough to see them 
through to the finals. 


SIR BOBBY 
CHARLTON 
60 YEARS 
OLD 


(Re-printed with kind 
permission of FIFA 
Magazine) 

Former England 
striker Sir Bobby 
Chariton celebrated his 
60th birthday on the 
day England reached 
the World Cup Finals in 
France after their 0-0 
draw with Italy in 
Rome. 


professional footballer 
in the current age, 
rather than In your 
own day, in the 50s, 
60s and 70s? 

I would have always 
wanted to be a 
footballer, whenever it 
was. It was all | ever 
wanted to do in life, 
and the game has been 
wonderful to me. But I 
must admit that | am 
happy to have had my 
career when | did, 
rather than now. 

Does that mean the 
current game Is In a 
bad way? 

No, it's not that. But 
we must be careful 
about its welfare and 
not take things for 
granted, We all have a 
collective responsibility 
towards the game. We 
have to wonder 
especially if there is a 
limit to the money 
that's coming into the 
game at the moment, 
particularly in England. 
Money creates pres- 
sure, and the younger 
players are not always 
equipped to deal with 
it. It's an aspect to the 
game that didn’t exist 
In my day, at least not 
to the same extent. 

Do you think that 
with your approach to 
the game, you could 
survive today? 

Well, | think so, yes. 
There were tough 


Sir Bobby Chariton 


During an out- 
standing career, Sir Bob 
achieved: World Cup 
winner 1966; European 
Cup winner 1968; 106 
games for England, 
scoring some 49 goals 
and still the English 
national record; over 
600 games for 
Manchester United, 247 
goals and survived 
Munich air disaster 
1958, which deeply 
affected him and still 
does today and was 
knighted for his 
‘Services to Football’. 
Bobby, would you 
like to have been a 


opponents 20 or 30 
years ago, don’t forget. 
I had to learn how to 
deal with them. But | 
do think it's becoming 
harder to behave fairly 
in the modern game. 
There are more players 
today who will try to 
stop you at all costs. I 
always used to believe 
that I had the ad- 
vantage over players 
like that, because they 
were desperate and I 
wasn’t. But maybe it’s 
Not so easy to feel that 
way today. 

Where did your own 
sense of Fair Play 
come from? Was It a 
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natural attitude, or did 
you develop it? 

lowed a lot to Jimmy 
Murphy, who was the 
assistant manager to 
Matt Busby at 
Manchester United 
when I started as a 
young player of 15. 
Jimmy Murphy used to 
say to me, “Listen, if 
you want to play, don’t 
argue. Referees don’t 
change their minds. It's 
a waste of time. Just get 
on with the game. 
Arguing only gets you 
into trouble, you get 
booked, suspended, 
and then you can't play. 
And if you can’t play, 
you can't improve.” It 
was a very simple way 
of looking at things, but 
it was absolutely right. 

Do you think there 
are too few managers 
or coaches who take 
that attitude to their 
players today? 

Coaches have a big 
responsibility, but | 
think the important 
thing is for them to talk 
to players individually, 
just as Jimmy Murphy 
did to me. It should be 
a one-on-one, personal 
kind of approach, It's 
true that the coaches 
themselves are under a 
lot of pressure to 
succeed these days — 
but the ultimate res- 
ponsibility for a player's 
behaviour Iles with no- 
one but the player 
himself. Unfortunately 
young players today 
see a lot which tempts 
them to copy bad 
examples; there's too 
much diving, for 
example, and too much 
trying to con the 
referee. When two 
players race for a loose 
ball, they should race 
each other without 
pulling each other's 
shirts. But I still believe 
that youngsters gen- 
erally have an inborn 
sense of what's right 
and what's wrong. 

Some cynics say that 
If everyone played 
really fairly, the game 
would be boring... 

If they do, then 
they're not only being 
cynical but they're also 
forgetting that the great 
players all played 
cleanly. | never saw 
Franz Beckenbauer 
commit a serious foul, 
nor Johan Cruyff, or 
Pelé, Eusebio, di 
Stefano, Puskas, Gento, 
Gullit... they didn’t 
need to. We all 
remember them as 
great players, but the 
others who fouled their 
way through their 
careers are easily 
forgotten. Professional 
footballers also have to 
remember that they are 
entertainers and are 
well paid to entertain. 
Nobody wants to pay to 
see them foul. And as 
entertainers whom the 
public pay to see 
perform, they have a 
duty to make sure they 
are available to 
perform. If they're out 
of action because 
they've got themselves 
banned through bad 


behaviour, they're 
denying the public the 
pleasure of seeing them 
play. 


MOVING 


TOWARDS 
2002 


FIFA has heard 
encouraging progress 
reports from the 
Japanese and Korean 
Football Associations 
with regard to 
preparations for the 
FIFA World Cup in 
2002, which will be 
organised jointly in 
Japan and Korea 
Republic. 

The latest meeting of 
the 2002 Planning 
Group at FIFA House in 
Zurich focussed mainly 
on the provision of full 
guarantees from the 
govemments of the two. 
host countries. 

The Planning Group, 
chaired by Lennart 
Johansson (Sweden) 
and also containing Dr. 
Antonio Matarrese 
(Italy) and FIFA General 
Secretary Joseph S. 
Blatter (Switzerland), 
together with Alan 
Rothenberg (USA) as 
special adviser, met 
with delegations from 
the japanese and 
Korean Organising 
Committees for an 
update on preparations 
for the first co-hosted 
World Cup. 

“We have already 
settled a number of 
organisational points in 
previous meetings,” 
sald Blatter, “but now 
FIFA must obtain the fult 
Suarantees from the 
Japanese and Korean 
governments on vital 
matters such as 
security, visas, insur- 
ance, telecommun- 
ications and so on, 

“The fact that we are 
already discussing 
issues of this kind is an 
indication of the 
exceptionally good 
progress that these 
meetings have 
achieved so far, as well 
as the on-going close 
co-operation between 
the Japanese and 
Korean associations,” 

Both countries had 
submitted standard 
government guarantees 
as an essential part of 
their individual can- 
didature’s, but the 
circumstances have 
been modified slightly 
with the  unpre- 
cedented decision on 
co-hosting. In order to 
ensure smooth co- 
ordination at this level, 
the two’ governments 
have to establish a joint 
co-ordination office and 
each appoint an inter- 
ministerial delegate, 
who will report to FIFA. 

“Such a joint 
governmental body is 
essential for 2002,” 
added Blatter, “as for 
the purposes of the 
World Cup the two 
countries are to be 
considered effectively 
as one.” 


GIANT SCREENS 
IN FRANCE 


Would-be World Cup punters who fail to 
land tickets for next summer’s French 
jamboree need not despair, they will be able 
to sit in a town square and watch the action 
on giant television screens, 

Organisers agreed the plan to erect the 
screens in major towns after consulting the 
ministry for sport and youth as well as 
broadcasters and FIFA. 


KAZAKHSTAN V 
UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES 


Kazakhstan finally recovered their form 
putting on a classy second half performance 
to beat the United Arab Emirates 3-0 in the 
Asia Group B World Cup qualifying round. 

Kazakhstan, who had drawn three and 
lost two in their previous five World Cup 
qualifying matches, put the UAE under 
sustained pressure right from the start, and 
towards half-time the Arab visitors were 
reeling but still in the game, 

‘The UAE team launched some sporadic 
counter-attacks before halftime, but were 
overwhelmed by Kazakhstan's second half 
offensive, 

As the sun beat down on the Almaty 
stadium, stick-tapping home fans in the 
20,000-strong crowd roared with delight as 
fair-haired Vitaly Sparishev headed in a 
cross from the left in the 55th minute, 
putting Kazakhstan one goal up. 

They kept up the pressure, and were 
rewarded with a second goal in the 73rd 
minute, when Payel Yevtiyev drove a low 
shot past the Emirates keeper. 

Five minutes later, Dmitry Yurist 
pounced on a mistake by an Emirates 
defender to go on a solo run and slam the 
ball in the Arab net, putting Kazskhstan 3-0 


up. 

As full-time approached, the Emirates 
launched a desperate counter-attack, and a 
clumsy tackle by a Kazakh defender 
triggered an ugly punch-up, The brawl 
threatened to escalate, with several players 
trading blows, with the Kazakh police ready 
to intervene, 

However, referee Haji Yakoub Nik- 
Ahmad from Malaysia managed to separate 
the players before blowing the final whistle, 
and the two captains shook hands as they led 
their teams off. 


GASCOIGNE 
SIGNS OFF 


Paul Gascoigne was in devastating form 
as Rangers crushed Dunfermline 7-0 to go 
top of the Scottish Premier division for the 
first time this season. 

But the England midfielder, currently 
being linked with a return to English 
football, was upstaged by his Italian team 
mate Marco Negri, who hit the target four 
times to bring his tally to 22 goals in a 
remarkable first season with the Scottish 
champions, 

Danish international Brian Laudrup 
scored the other goal as Dunfermline were 
completely outplayed. 

At the end of what could be his last 
match for the Glasgow giants, Gascoigne 
was given a rousing reception by the fans 
after dominating the midfield for 90 
minutes. 

Rangers manager Walter Smith declined 
to talk to the press at the end of the game 
after slapping a two-week ban on the media, 
who he says will only ask about Gascoigne. 

But Dunfermline boss Bert Paton paid 
tribute to Gascoigne, one of the stars of 
England’s 0-0 World Cup qualification 
clinching draw with Italy in Rome last 
week, 

He said: “Who knows what might happen 
to him but Gascoigne was definitely up for it 
today. 

“But having said that you can’t give him 
that amount of room — and we didn’t 
defend, 

“Some of the movement from Rangers 
was tremendous and you had to admire the 
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quality of their goals.” 

Meanwhile, Rangers’ Old Firm rivals 
Celtic outlined their title credentials with a 
superb display to defeat Hearts 2-1 at 
‘Tynecastle after surviving a late flurry to go 
second in the table. 

The win, courtesy of goals from Marc 
Rieper and Henrik Larsson, took Celtic’s 
unbeaten run in all competitions to twelve 
and removed Hearts from the top of the 
table. 

But Celtic were made to work hard for 
their tenth consecutive win against Scottish 
opposition after Colin Cameron exposed a 
rare moment of defensive frailty on 65 
minutes, 

Celtic head coach Wim Jansen praised 
the way his side proved they can battle as 
well as entertain, saying: “After the first 
match, a 2-1 defeat here in Edinburgh at 
Hibernian, I knew we would need to show a 
tougher side to win points. 

“Today we showed we can be physically 
strong as well as skilful as this team can 
defend or attack, whatever is needed.” 

Elsewhere, under-fire Aberdeen boss Roy 
Aitken could breathe a little easier after the 
Dons beat Hibernian 2-0 to record their first 
premier league victory of the season and 
only their third league win since last 
Christmas. 

Dundee United also secured their first 
league win of the season in emphatic fashion 
with a 4-0 demolition of Motherwell while 
St Johnstone celebrated a 1-0 victory at 
Kilmamock. 


BOLIVIAN CAPTAIN 
FOUND DEAD 


The skipper of Bolivia's national team, 
Ramiro Castillo, died last Saturday in 
unclear circumstances, police told Agence 
France-Presse. 

Castillo, 29, was a top class midfielder 
who played for top Argentine clubs 
including River Plate and Argentinos 
Juniors. He was found dead at his home. 

Police were examining the cause of death 
of Castillo, who played in his country’s last 
World Cup qualifying defeat at Guayaquil, 
Ecuador, 


Castillo was reported to have been 
depressed since the death of his eldest son 
last July, 


RONALDO INJURY 
DOUBTS 


Inter Milan beat Napoli 2-0 to stay top of 
the Italian Serie A, but their UEFA Cup 
hopes took a knock as Brazilian ace 
Ronaldo suffered an injury which makes 
him doubtful for Tuesday’s tie with French 
club Lyon. 

Defender Fabio Galante opened the 


scoring in the ninth minute and Dutch ~ 


midfielder Aaron Winter finished it in the 
69th, his shot taking a deflection off Napoli 
midfielder Francesco Turrini. 

But Ronaldo, who bagged a hat-trick in 
Inter’s midweek Italian Cup win at 
Piacenza, failed to score after taking an 
early knock from Napoli’s Argentine 
defender Roberto Ayala. 

Inter coach Gigi Simoni said: “Ronaldo 
took a kick after five minutes and this had 
an affect on his performance for the rest of 
the match. 

“Tn fact, there are serious doubts that he 
will recover in time for Tuesday's UEFA 
Cup tie.” 

The Brazilian star, who has scored nine 
goals in as many games for Inter this season, 
played on Saturday with a bruised left thigh 
and could now miss the second round, first 
leg tie at San Siro, 

Ronaldo said: “I got kicked by Ayala at 
the start of the game. But it was a match that 
was important to win and to keep the 
momentum going. 

“T didn’t score, but that doesn’t matter: 
what counted was getting the three points.” 

Simoni, who coached Napoli last season 
before being sacked, was not entirely happy 
with his team’s performance. 

“We could have played better,” he said. 
“We were too quick to think the match was 
already won and we eased off sooner than 
we should have done.” 


Goalkeeper Gianluca Pagliuca sees no 
limit though to Inter’s potential this season, 
saying: “UEFA Cup, Italian Cup and league 
title we want to win everything, especially 
the league.” 

Saturday's victory at the San Paolo 
stadium settled a score between the two 
clubs. 

When they met in Naples last season for a 
place in the Italian Cup final, Inter lost a 
Penalty shoot-out after playing most of the 
game with ten men. 

Inter’s superb start to the season has now 
brought them five wins and one draw from 
their opening six league games. 

There was no such luck, however, for 
high-flying Lazio, who were brought down 
to earth by Atalanta in suffering a 2-0 defeat 
before their own fans at the Olympic 
stadium. 

Yugoslav midfielder Ljubisa Dundjerski 
was the architect of Atalanta’s surprise win, 
making one goal and scoring the other. 

With suspended coach Emiliano 
Mondonico watching from the stands rather 
than the dugout, they scored with their first 
teal attack of the match in the 33rd minute. 

‘The visitors worked a short corner, 
Dundjerski’s goal-bound effort forced a 
desperate parry from Lazio goalkeeper Luca 
Marchegiani and Andre Sottil was there to 
drive home the loose ball. 

Marchegiani was to blame again in the 
fifth minute of first-half injury time, when 
he appeared to haye Dundjerski’s powerful 
free-kick well covered, only to allow the 
ball to slip past him, 

Atalanta had defender Paolo Foglio sent 
off after an hour for a second bookable 
offence, but still held on to the points. 

‘There was another upset in the night 
match as UEFA Cup hopefuls Udinese 
needed a late equaliser to draw 2-2 with ten 
man Empoli. 


GRASSHOPPERS 
HOP INTO LEAD 


‘The top-of-the-table battle in the Swiss 
league turned into a rout on Saturday as 
Grasshoppers, helped by a hat-trick from 
Viorel Moldovan, thrashed Servette 4-0, 

‘The win took Grasshoppers to the top of 
the standings with 33 points, two clear of 
Servette, for whom this was a second 
consecutive defeat after opening the season 
with a 13 game unbeaten run. 

‘After an embarrassing 5-0 drubbing from 
Croatia Zagreb in a UEFA Cup match in 
their last home appearance, Grasshoppers 
wasted no time in pleasing the season-best 
crowd of 10,400 as Moldovan scored in the 
second minute. 

Running on to a well placed chip from 
Kubilay Tuerkyilmaz, the Romanian calmly 
lifted the ball over a charging Eric Pedat. 

Tuerkyilmaz and Moldovan, who form 
one of Europe's most lethal attack 
partnerships, remained a menacing threat the 
entire match but despite enjoying a huge 
territorial advantage, Grasshoppers. 

were unable to convert any more of a half 
dozen good first half chances, 

Instead it was Servette who nearly found 
the equaliser when David Sesa's curling free 
kick ricocheted off the crossbar in the 27th 
minute. 

Grasshoppers continued to make the 
Tunning after the break but couldn’t find the 
second goal but things swung their way 15 
minutes from time when Tuerkyilmaz was 
brought down in the penalty area by Juarez 
De Souza, who was sent off for his 
indiscretion. 

Moldovan converted the penalty and 
Servette caved in, giving up two more goals 
within five minutes. 

Antonio Esposito made it 3-0 in the 80th 
minute when Pedat was unable to control his 
cross and dropped the ball into the net and 
Moldovan completed his treble a minute 
later. He now tops the Swiss scoring charts 
with 15 goals in 15 games. 

“The basis for this win came in the first 
20 minutes,” said Grasshoppers coach 
Christian Gross. “We absolutely wanted to 
score first.” 

Servette coach Gerard Castella accepted 
the better side won. “We see now how much 
work we need to do to join the top tears 
such as Grasshoppers,” he said. 

“Players like Moldovan and Tuerkyilmaz 
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“MSY Duisburg 0 


never miss games like these, they are 
prepared to do what it takes, 

“After the second goal it was all over for 
us?” 


BARCELONA DRAW 
AT COMPOSTELA 
ENDS PERFECT 
RECORD 


Barcelona lost a perfect record when they 
were held 2-2 at Compostela on Saturday 
but the Spanish league leaders could 
consider themselves lucky to have come 
home with a point. 

‘After going down 2-0 down early in the 
second half, Barcelona struck back through 
‘Oscar Garcia and Rivaldo, who scored when 
the referee awarded an indirect free kick six 
meters out after the 

Compostela goalkeeper picked up a pass 
back. Barca keeper Ruud Hesp, a hero with 
@ last-gasp penalty save in Tuesday's win at 
Mallorca, kept his side in the game with two 
fine saves in the dying minutes. 


WORLD CUP 


Asian Zone 
Qualifiers 
Sth Korea 5 Uzbekistan 1 
Kazakhstan 3 UL A.E. 0 
PWDL FAP 
SouthKorea 6 5 10 16 5 16 
UAE Soe a eee 
Japan Soi 3 eo 756 
Kazakhstan 6 1 3.2 6 10 6 
Uzbekistan 60249 8 2 


SPAIN 


Espanyol 5. Real Betis 0 
Merida 1 Salamanca 0 
Celta Vigo 1 Valencia 0 
Racing Sant. 0 Mallorca 1 
Oviedo 0 Real Sociedad 5 
Compostela 2 Barcelona vs) 
Sporting Gijon 1 Valladolid 1 
Athletic Bilbao 1 Dep Coruna 1 
Zaragoza 1 A Madrid 5 
GReal Madrid 3 Tenerife 0 
HOLLAND 
Willem ITil. 2 Feyenoord 0 
NEC Nijmegen 0 PSV Eind. 4 
RodaJC Kerk. 1 Vit Amhem 1 
Heerenveen 1 S Rotterdam 1 
NAC Breda 4 RKC Waalwijk 0 
TwenteEnsch. 1 GDoetinchem 1 


MVV Maastrich v Volendam postponed due 
to floodlight failure. 


GERMANY 


Arminia Biel. 3 
Karlsruhe SC 1 
VB Stuttgart 4 


Borussia Moench. 
Bayern Munich 
Hertha Berlin 
Borussia Dortmund. 
Kaiserslautem 

VEL Wolfsburg 
Schalke 04 
Hamburg SV 
Cologne 


Bayer Leverk. 1 
TSV 1860 Mun.2 
Hansa Rostock 4 
Werder Bremen 0 
VAL Bochum 2 


eS et ee eee 


ENGLAND 


Premier League 
Aston Villa 1 Wimbledon z 
Blackbum 1 Southampton 0 
Chelsea 1 Leicester 0 
Crystal Palace 0 Arsenal 0 
Derby 2. Man Utd 2 
Everton 2. Liverpool 0 
Leeds 4 Newcastle 1 
WestHam = 3. Bolton 0 

PWDLFA P 
Arsenal 116 5 0 27 10 23 
BlackbunR, 11 6 4 1 21 9 22 
ManchesterU. 11 6 4 1 16 6 22 
Chelsea 106 1 3 25 14 19 
LeicesterCity 11 5 3 3 14 9 18 
Leeds United 11 5 2 4 15 12 17 
Derby County 9 5 1 3 18 10 16 
West Ham 5 15 15 17 16 
Liverpool 104 3 3 16 12 15 
NewcastleU. 8 5 03 8 9 15 
Aston Villa 4 1 6 12:17:13 
Wimbledon 10 3 3 4 12 12 12 
Coventry City 10 2 6 2 8 II 12 
Crystal Palace 11 3 3 5 9 13 12 
Everton 103 25 13 16 11 
Tottenham Hot. 10 2 4 4 6 11 10 
SheffieldWed. 10 2 3 5 14 23 9 
BoltonWand. 10 1 5 4 8 15 8 
Southampton 11 2 1 8 8 18 7 
Barnsley 102 08 7 2 6 

Division 1 

Bury 2 Birmingham City 1 
Crewe Alex. 1 Middlesbrough 1 
ManCity 0 Reading 0 
Norwich City 1 StockportCounty 1 
Nottingham F, 2 Tranmere Rovers 2. 
Oxford United 1 Ipswich Town 0 
Port Vale 0 Bradford City 0 
Portsmouth = 2 WBA 3 
Sheffield U. 2 Queens Park Rangers 2 
Sunderland 3 Huddersfield Town 1 
Wolves 3 Swindon T 1 

PWDLFAP 
NottsForest 11 7 2 2 17 7 23 
Swindon T 12.6 3° 3-97.17 21 
WBA 116-3) 21S At a 
Charlton A 106 1 3 23 14 19 
Bradford C TS) 4 (2°14: 13) 19. 
Sheff Utd 95 4013 6 19 
QPR 5 2 4 15 18 17 
Birmingham 11 5 2 4 14 9 17 
Stoke 105 23 12 1 17 
Stockport 124 4 4 20 16 16 
Sunderland 11S. 15716516) 
Wolves 124 4 4 15 14 16 
Midboro 9 4 3 2 14 10 15 
Port Vale 12.4 3 5 14 15 15 
Crewe A 14 2 5 17 18 14 
Bury 12:3 4 5 14 18 14 
Norwich C DUNC ev oe kee estat 
OxfordUtd =912 4 1 7 «+17 «19 13 
Reading 12-3) 36 13021 12 
‘Tranmere 113 2 6 16 16 11 
Man C 10 2 4 4 16 13 10 
Ipswich T 92) 3410-12, 9 
Portsmouth 112 27 14 20 8 
Hudfld T 1047 6 20 4 


Division 2 


Bournemouth 2 Fulham 1 
Blackpool 2 Grimsby Town 2 
Brentford 3. Walsall 0 
Northampton T, 2. Gillingham 1 
Oldham Ath, 2 Chesterfield 0 
Plymouth Arg, 2 Southend United 3 


Watford 0 Millwall 1 Macclesfield. 1 Mansfield Town 0 W.B.A. _O Liverpool 2 Aberdeen ~=«49-1-«3-5 «9 16 6 Brechin 91351020 6 
Wigan Athletic 1 Luton Town 1 RotherhamU. 1 Cardiff City 1 WestHam 3. Aston Villa 0 InvemessT 9 0 45 10 15 4 
Wrexham 0 Bumley 0 Scarborough 1 Peterborough United 3 Arsenal 4 Birmingham City 1 ae 
Wycombe W. 1 BristolRovers 0 Scunthorpe U. 0 Lincoln City 1 Bamsley 1 ee ma Division 1 Scottish League Cup 
Bristol City 2 York City 1 Swansea City 1 Notts County 2 Bolton Wand. 2 Wimbledon One eae wie A Semi Finals 
Carlisle United 0 PrestonNorthEnd 2 Torquay. 3. Chester City 1 Grimsby Town 3. Leicester City DRE 1'Gieeinck: 0 
Ipswich Town 2 Manchester United 0 Raith R Sees Dunfermline 0 Celtic 1 
LASER ae Be sas ae ies fae aes 4 be toe 1 SiMimen 1 Ayr Utd 0 Dundee United 3. Aberdeen 1 
: Oxford won on Penalties) iri 
Watford 12 8 2/2 20 10 26  PeterboroUtd 12 8 3 1 30 12 27 Reading © 4 Wolves tees Duss a 
Northampton. 12 7 32 14 7 24 BxeterC 12.8 3.1 18 9 27 Walsall 2 Sheffield United 1 Paved Lire BELGIUM 
Millwall 10.7 03 17 10 21 NotsCy 127 41 19 11 25 Se 
Bournemouth 12 5 4 3 14 10 19 MacclesfieldT 12 5 5 2 16 10 20 ae 97-11-16 6 22 Excelsior. 1. Sint-Truiden 3 
PrestonN.E, 125 43 13 8 19 ChesterC 126 1.5 19 17 19 Arsenal v Coventry City Hamilton 9 6 2116 6 29° CBarloi © 1 Lommel 2 
Gillingham 12 5 3 4 4 13 18 LincomC 12 5 43 12 12 19 Chelsea V Southampton ate 9 5 131618 16 Loken 4 Eendracht Aalst. «1 
Oldham Athletic!2 4 5 3 20 19 17 Scunthorpe Utd 11 6 1 4 10 9 19 DerbyCounty y Newcastle United RaithRovers 9 4 3 2 13 9 15 RWDMolen. 1 Beveren 1 
Wigan Athletic 12.5 2 5 19 17 17  TorquayUtd 12 5 3 4 8 16 18  LeedsUnited v Reading ayUnied 9 3 24011 4 Lene 1 Harelbeke 1 
Bristol City 11 5 2 4 16 11 17 Bamet 12 5 3 4 16 16 18 Liverpool Vv Grimsby Town St Mirren 93.2411 13 1 Germinal Ek. 1 Anderlecht 0 
BristolRovers 12 4 5 3 15 12 17 Cambridge Utd 12 4 5 3 19 16 17 Middlesbrough v Bolton Wanderers Res Aa ig on ee 5 Westerlo 5 
YorkCity 12 5 25 15 15 17 Rochdale 12 5 1 6 18 13 16 Oxford United v Ipswich Town Greenock Mortond 2 1 6 9 15 7 Standard Liege 0 Club Bruges 3 
Chesterfield 12 4 5 3 13 12 17  HarllepoolUtd 12 3 7 2 18 16 16  WestHam — v Walsall Stirling Albion 9 1 3 5 12 17 6 
Fulham 12.5 2.5 12 M1 17 ColchesterUtd 12 4 4 4 17 18 16 Partick Thistle 9 1 3 5 1017 6 PWOLFAP 
Grimsby Town 12 4 5 3 12 12 17  LeytonOrient 12 4 4 4 13 12 16 
Wycombe W. 12 4 4 4 18 18 16 MansfieldT 12 4 3 5 14 12 15 SCOTLAND Division 2 Club Bruges 8 8 0 0 24 4 24 
Brentford 12.4 3.5 15 17 15 Scarborough 12 4 3 5 14 18 15 Premier Leaque Lommel 9711229 2 
Blackpool 12 4 2 6 17 22 14  CardiffC 13 6 2 13 13 15 ag Brechin 0 Bast Fife 0 Genk 95 22415 7 
Walsall 12 4 26 15 17 14 Rotherham Utd 12 3 5 4 19 19 14 Aberdeen 2 Hibernian 0 InvemessT 0 Clydebank 0 Germinal Ekeren9 5 1 3 17 13 16 
Southend Utd, 12 4 2 6 2 20 14  ShrewsburyT 12 4 2 6 16 18 14 Dundee United 4 Motherwell 0 Livingston = 4 “Forfar A 0 Harelbeke = 9 3S 1 14 9 14 
Wrexham 11.3 3 5 15 16 12 Darlington 122 5 5 14 18 11 Hearts 1 Celtic 2 Queen South 4 Clyde 3 Ghent 8332162 2 
Carlisle United 12 3 2 7 14 22 11 SwanseaC 12 3 1 8 14 23 10 Kilmamock 0 St Johnstone 1 Stranraer 4 Stenhousemuir 1 ‘Lokeren 9405 43 2 
Luton Town 122 4 6 9 19 10 Brighton 12 2 3.7 11 20 9 Rangers 7 Dunfermline Athletic 0 ests 9353 Soll ae 
Plymouth Arg, 121 6 5 11 18 9 HullCity 122281423 8 PWDLFA P_ Westerlo 93°33 20 23 12 
Burnley 12165 8 12 9 DoncaserR 120 48 8 29 4 = eee au Charleroi 9 ; 24120 U 
. gers vice Anderlecht §=98 3059 1 9 
Division 3 Coca Cola League Cup  catic 8602178 18 Lear : z 5 ; i He ie Bendracht Aalst 9 2 3 4 15 16 9 
Bamet 2 Hull City 0 Chelsea. «1 Blackburn Rovers 1 “Heart'S SoS NoMa aga Forte Agar: 9.<5, 10 4° 1817 o 1s SNCNOEM Ee Ra 
Brighton H.A. 1 Exeter City 3 Coventry City 4 Everton ee aver = 5 BB aS Tad Sumner mess 4: £30 GIO 15h) Sia Lg | eam PL 
Cambridge U. 1 Rochdale 1 Middlesbrough 2 Sunderland amas agrees 8. $979 8 10s ciydebemeaine 195) 13" 1 rb ela = SIME ANS 5 Se alate 
Colchester U. 1 Shrewsbury Town 1 Newcastle U. 2. Hull City ee pS et SLR A creaneemireti9; 4-414 Aa 70 13, RW ONO. 5 wees anual 
Darlington 5: WoneasterRovers. 1. Stoke City’ 1/ Leeds United 3 saa ; ee : es i Clyde 9333232 ee ; i 4 4 ; pe 4 
Dee ntwerp 
Hartlepool U, 2 Leyton Orient 2 Tottenham H. 1 Derby County Cea ret siad of een aciacd Queen South 9 3 1 5 16 17 10 


Serie A teams, Roma and 


Lazio. The rivalry between the 
clubs is as fierce as it comes, 
i in fact, when Roma appointed 
Zdenek Zeman their coach, he 
was labelled a traitor by Lazio 


‘The Czech bom coach was 
of course sacked by Lazio 
half way through last season. 
The light blues have since: 
appointed likeable Swede 
Sven Eriksson as their new 
boss, who is the chalk to 
‘Zeman’s cheese especially as 
Zeman avoids the media 
while Eriksson is a media 


card, Benarrivo, Albertini, 
Chiesa, Costacurta and Del 
Piero were all yellow carded. 
How could a national team 
with such a huge reputation 
show so little discipline? 


the oldest coach in Serie A 

and is best remembered from 

his days at Roma and Cagliari. 
COOoe 


FIORENTINA STRIKER 


any easier. 

Should Russia eliminate 
Italy, Maldini will be judged 
as an absolute failure as 
national coach. If Italy 
qualify, he will be given the 


I Eee Soccer might have 
uffered a terrible blow 
drawing 0-0 with England in 
Rome, but now they must 


pull themselves together and 
face Russia in a home and 
away play-off if they are to 
qualify for France 98, 

Italy were outplayed by 
England in front of a capacity 
crowd, Fans of the Azzurri are 
questioning the tactics of 
coach Cesare Maldini, 
especially in his use of 
Gianfranco Zola, who was 
eventually replaced by 
Alessandro Del Piero. His 
sub-standard performance for 
64 minutes left many 
wondering what had happened 
to the little ‘Maestro’. 

Up front Italy preferred 
Filippo Inzaghi (Juventus) and 
Australian raised Christian 
Vieri (Atletico Madrid) but 
the real weakness was in 
midfield. 

Joining Zola were Albertini 
(AC Milan), Di Livio 
(Juventus) and Dino Baggio 
(Parma). Albertini looks 
completely out of form for 
club and country while Di 
Livio somehow lost the plot 
and was sent off after 77 
minutes of mediocre play. 

To add to Di Livio's red 


Ttaly certainly wasn’t 
helped by the injury sustained 
by star defender and captain 
Paolo Maldini, who had to be 
replaced after just 31 minutes. 
Maldini’s on-field leadership 
was sorely missed and 
Costacurta, who took over, is 
a very long way behind his 
Milan team mate in this 
department. 

So, how much blame 
should Cesare Maldini accept? 
To his credit, Italy have not 
lost many important games 
under him, but by the same 
token, they don’t seem to be 
winning them either, to whit 
0-0 draws with Georgia, 
Poland and now England. 

Maldini is ‘credited’ with 
bringing the self-doubt back 
into the Azzurri teams. As 
Ttaly’s Under/21 coach he was 
brilliant but as senior team 
boss he hasn’t set the world on 
fire. 

Simply put, Maldini must 
take Italy to France 98 if he 
wishes to remain as coach. 
Failure to do so will be a 
hational disaster and Russia 
don’t intend to make his life 


benefit of doubt and will 
continue on at least till the end 
of France 98, 

So where do Italy go from 
here? Do they bring back 
Roberto Baggio and where do 
they play him? Can Italy 
afford the luxury of playing 
two similar players in Baggio 
and Zola? Maldini must 
answer these questions before 
October 29 in Moscow. 

Finally, spare a thought for 
Chelsea’s Gianluca Vialli. His 
prediction had been a 1-1 
draw and England qualifying. 

Vialli is now 33 and his 
desire to play for his country 
has never left him. 

One thing is certain, 
Maldini will never pick him 
because he considers him too 
old and past his prime. But 
given Italy's recent 
performances they could do 
worse. 


Oooo 


AS WE predicted Napoli have 
sacked their coach Bartolo 
Muti and replaced him with 
Carlo Mazzone, who at 60 is 


Davide Dionigi has joined 
strugglers Piacenza. Dionigi, 
23, arrived at Fiorentina in the 
summer from Serie B side 
Reggina, where he was the 
Teague’s leading goal scorer 
last year with 24. 

‘At Piacenza, Dionigi joins 
former mentor Vincenzo 
Guerini who coached Reggina 
Jast year. 

His release comes as no 
surprise to Fiorentina fans as 
they are expecting Brazilian 
Edmundo to join the club in 
December from Vasco Da 
Gama. 


Fiorentina are also 
purchasing 20 year old 
Juventus defender Marco 
Zamboni, who just can’t make 
into the Turin side’s first 
team. 

Zamboni started at Serie B 
side Chievo Verona, whose 
former coach Alberto 
Malesani, is now in charge of 
Fiorentina. 


eeeoe 


ROME IS the home of two 


‘darling’. 


When asked for their 


Return legs are to be played on November 


= a 


predictions on the Italy- 
England game, Zeman’s 
offering was: “Italy are in 
trouble all over the field” 


while Eriksson’s comment 
was, “it still is not all over 
and the door is still open for 
Italy." 


Paolo and Cesare Maldini in happier times. 
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RECORDS 
Go! 


Several of Europe's 
early season pacesetters 
stuttered over the weekend, 
headed by Barcelona who 
lost their 100 percent 
record in Spain. 

Metz suffered their 
second defeat and the 
league lead in France while 
the top two in Germany 
and England drew. 


ENGLAND 


An 84th minute Andy 
Cole goal salvaged a point 
for champions Manchester 
United who fought back to 
draw 2-2 at Derby after 
trailing 2-0 at half-time. 

Goals from Italian 
Francesco Baiano and 
Costa Rican Paolo 
Wanchope had Derby 
ahead but Teddy 
Sheringham, who missed a 
first-half penalty, and Cole 
eared a point. 

Arsenal still top the table 
on 23 points after a 
goalless draw at Crystal 
Palace, a point clear of 
Blackburn, who beat 
Southampton 1-0, and 
Manchester United on goal 
difference. 

Everton beat Liverpool 
2-0, Leeds crushed 
Newcastle United 4-1 and 
Chelsea defeated 
Leicesterl-0. ~ 


SPAIN 


within two points of the 
lead with a 3-0 home win 
over Tenerife while Italian 
international striker 
Christian Vieri hit a hat- 
trick as Atletico Madrid 
thumped Zaragoza 5-1 
away. 


GERMANY 


Juergen Rische earned 
Kaiserslautern a lucky 1-1 
draw at Bayer Leverkusen 
but the leaders stayed four 
points clearsof Bayern 
Munich who also drew, 1-1 
at Karlsruhe. 

Hansa Rostock are third, 
a further two points back 
after an impressive 4-1 
home win over Schalke. 

Troubled Borussia 
Dortmund, who had lost 
their last four matches, 
could only manage a 
goalless draw at MSV 
Duisburg and stay third 
from bottom. 


PORTUGAL 


Unbeaten Porto defeated 
Academica 2-1 to extend 
their lead to four points. 
Rio Ave, the surprise 
packet of the season, beat 
Varzim 3-1 and share 
second place on 15 points 
with Vitoria Guimaraes 
who lost 1-0 to Belenenses. 
Sporting are fourth on 14 
after winning 1-0 at 
Maritimo. 

Porto’s goals came from 
Rui Barros and Paulinho 
Santos while Sporting, 
down to ten men after 
Mustapha Hadji was sent 
off in the 23rd minute, 


~ Real Madrid moved to 


A late goal by striker ~ 


A $4500 fine has been slapped on 
Olympiakos by UEFA for the behaviour of 
their fans in the recent home tie against 
Porto in the Champions League. 

At the same time PAOK received a one 
thousand "dollar fine for the same offence. 
The fines are more of a warning-as the 
disruptions were relatively minor but both 
clubs must tread carefully to avoid further 
disciplinary action. 


RRERKEERE 


Old favourite Laki Nikolaou has taken 
over at AEK Athens as numero uno. The 
new club president immediately announced 


Kasapis, Nick Kostenoglou and Henry 
Kopitsis. 

The club has undergone a 
massive shake-up since it was 
sold ENIC a few weeks ago, but 
the appointment of Nikolaou is 
popular with both fans and 
players. 

With success in Europe and 
the availability of funds for 
players, AEK are looking more 
and more ominous for title 
honours day by day. 


KEEKKEEE 


Off has been slapped with a 
harsh fine and sentence by the 
Greek* FA - following an 
investigation into the crowd 
trouble during the game with 
Olympiakos two weeks ago, 
OFI have been ordered to play 
three games behind closed 
doors. The games affected are 
those against Iraklis, 19/10, 
PAO 2/11, and Paneliako 9/11. 

Naturally the club has 
appealed the severity of the 
punishment. 


REKKEEEE 


the resigning of star players Michael . 


The George X Georgiadis saga continues 
with Italian interest waning following 
Panathinaikos’ excessive demands and it 
appears almost certain that the player will 
resign with his old club. 

According to sources close to the club, 
the international is being offered a huge 
incentive, around a million dollars, to sign 
with PAO for three years. 

Followirig Greece’s failure to qualify for 
France 98 the anticipated interest by 
overseas clubs and huge transfer fees has 
not eventuated and offers remain as per 
normal. 


KREEKKEEE 


Four first team players from first division 
Paniliakos are in serious condition after a 
dramatic car collision on the national 
highway between Patras and Piraeus that 
reduced their car to.a total wreck. 

Illias Savvidis, Nick Papadoulos and 
Nick Kalamielos-and Harry Kariofyllis were 
found ‘at the scene of the accident in an 
unconscious state by police more than an 
hour after it occured. 

Kalamelos’and Kariofyllis remain in 
critical condition while’ hopes are held for 
the other two. 


RESULTS 
AEK Athens 0 -Ionikos 2 
PAOK 2 Olympiakos 1 
OFlIraklios 1 Iraklis ) 
Xanthi 5 Kavala * 
Paniliakos 2 Ethnikos 0 
Panionios 3 Veria i 
Proodeftiki 1 Kalamata 0 
‘Apollon © .2-Panahaiki 1 

PWODLF A Pts 
Tonikos 660012 0 8 
Panathinaikos5 5 00 9 0 15 
AEK Athens 6 4 11 8 4 13 
Olympiakos 6 4 0 2 15 8 12 
‘Apollon 64028 5 12 
Xanthi Geedeas PION 
Iraklis 63126 5 10 
PAOK Geral site 
Paniliakos 6 3 0 3 8 
OFlIraklion 6 2 2 2 
Proodeftiki 6 2 2 2 
Panionios 6 2 1 3 
Veria 6204 
Kavala 6114 
Ethnikos 621055 
Panahaiki 6 10° 5 
Kalamatas 6 0 2.4 
Athinaikos 5 0, 1 4 


Kariofyllis, 
midfielder, is the club’s star player 
and with severe injuries to the 
head «doubts exist as to the 
possiblity of him walking again let 
alone playing. Brain damage 
appears to be a distinct possibility 
for all the players. 


Theodoros Zagorakis has been 
hospitalised and is out of action 
indefinitely following an operation 
for a knee. injury removing fluid 
from the joint, 


Following the successful sale of 
AEK Athens, second division Aris 
has been put on sale. Interest has 
been expressed by advertising 
group ACTION who are interested 
in acquiring a 51% interest in the 
club. Part of the deal will involve 
the rationalisation and repayment 
of the large debts the club has 
incurred in recent years since it 
lost its division one status. 


clinched their first away 
win with a goal by 
Brazilian striker Leandro 
Machado. 


Benfica, who have had a~ 


miserable start to the 
season, claimed their 
second win, 3-1 over 
Farense to move to 
seventh, ten points behind 
Porto. 


FRANCE 


Paris St Germain went 
one point clear at the top 
with a 2-0 victory at 


"Toulouse after Metz lost 2- 
0 at Marseille. Franck 
Gava and striker Florian 
Maurice, both signed from 
Olympique Lyon in the 
close season, scored PSG's 
goals while Fabrizio 
Ravanelli was on target in 
his home debut for 
Marseille. 

PSG have 27 points 
while Bordeaux joined 
Metz on 26 with a 1-0 win 
at Guingamp. 


HOLLAND 


PSV hammered NEC 4- 
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0 to close to within five 
points of Ajax — but only 
because the runaway 
leaders did not play. 

Third-placed 
Heerenveen lost ground 
when they were held to a 
1-1 home draw by Sparta 
Rotterdam. 

Feyenoord fared even 
worse as they lost 2-0 at 
Willem II Tilburg. 


ITALY 
AC Milan’s woes 
continued with an 


embarrassing 2-1 home 
defeat by bottom club 
Lecce, The return from the 
United States of veteran 
midfielder Roberto 
Donadoni could not 
prevent Lecce earning their 
first points of the season 
and leaving Milan fifth 
from bottom with just five 
points from five games. 
Champions Juventus 
crushed Bari 5-0 to stay 
two points behind leaders 
Inter Milan who defeated 
Napoli 2-0, Inter lost 
Ronaldo and Youri 
Djorkaeff injured but 


an attacking 


REREKEEE 


ERKEKEEE 


neither seem too serious. 
Parma trail Juventus on 
goal difference after a 2-0 
home win over Bologna. 
ITALIAN 
RESULTS 


Bari 0 Juventus. 5 
Brescia 4 Vicenza 0 
Fiorentina) AS Roma 0 
ACMilan 1 Lecce 2 
Sampd. 3 Piacenza 1 
Parma 2 Bologna 0 
Lazio 0 Atalanta 2 
Napoli 0 Inter Mil, 2 
Udinese 2 Empoli 2 


ADO Be 


BONANZA 


SPH PAT; REDUCED 
ATR FARES FOR 


SEN LOR “Geri ZENS 


Y ou will roc be 
disagoointed RING NOW 


9660 5736 


———— a 
a 


NK 
pHe3796 2761 9796 


NT 


DIREC 


FASTER = 
BETTER? 


By Sepp Blatter 


‘any of the changes made to 
the Laws of the Game in 
recent years have been 


aimed at speeding the game up, the 
back-pass rule and the new 5-6 
seconds rule for goalkeepers being 
two of the most striking examples. 

Few changes ever meet with 
automatic wholehearted approval, and 
in football it is no different. While the 
majority has readily understood and 
applauded these modifications, there 
are inevitably some voices who 
maintain that the game is not improved 
by being made faster. 

It is difficult to follow that argument. 
Football is inherently a dynamic game 
and speed is an essential element. As a 
spectacle, a fast-flowing game thrills 
the viewer far more than watching the 
ball meandering at leisure through the 
midfield or being held in the 
goalkeeper’s hands. And we have to 
keep the interests of the public in mind, 

Successful teams are those that can 
handle speed, playing fast themselves 
and containing the speed of the 


T FROM GREECE 


FIRST DIVISION SOCCER GAMES FROM THE 
GREEK NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


opposition, A great player is often 
defined as one who can perform his 
skills at pace, under pressure from his 
opponent. A coach that does not train 
his team to handle speed is neglecting a 
vital part of his job. 

But at the same time, of course, it is 
not compulsory to play fast, That is a 
question of style, and style is not to be 
confused with obligatory adherence to 
the rules. The Laws are designed 
merely to avoid deliberate and 
excessive time-wasting in situations 
where the opposition can do nothing to 
counter it, 

This reflection is borne out, 
incidentally, by other concepts 
introduced by FIFA. Having watched 
the effectiveness of the multiple ball 
system at the opening matches of the 
U/I7 World Championship in Egypt, 
where the ballboys threw a replacement 
ball back into play when the match ball 
went out, I was struck again how the 
players themselves enjoyed this device 
to keep the game going. A few days 
later, watching a World Cup qualifying 


SEPP BLATTER 


match where there,was only one ball 
available, the hgme team’s bullboys 
deliberately delayed returning. the: ball 
to the opposition -begause their team 
was leading 1-0 with afew minutes to 
play, breaking the rhythm of the. game 
and also blatantly infringisig the spirit 
of fair play. lon: 
FIFA is committed to seeking fair 
ways to maintain the pace “of the game. 
But these should come naturally and 
only replace that which is in danger of 
being lost through-excessive or 
negative tactics. Seen thus, there is no 
doubt that the faster the game, the 


24 HOUR 
BROADCAST 


+ All matches involving Greek 
teams in European , both Soccer | 
& Basketball 
+ All games in the Greek 
Division One 
Soccer League and Greek 


Basketball fixtures 


| ‘To become a subscriber ring 
(02) 0560 4654 or (02) 9560 4721, 


Listen to the 
European Games 
LIVE!!! 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharr — 


¢ SOUTH AMERICA 


CHILE: BEST OPTION 
TO QUALIFY? 


he outstanding 4-0 Chilean victory over 
arch-rival Peru, in Santiago, opens the 


door to France 98 for the team coached 


by Nelson Acosta. 


Nevertheless the Chilean, Peruvian and 
Ecuadorean chances depend on the results of what 
should be a dramatic last round to be played on 


November 16. 


Chile and Peru are equal fourth with 22 points 
each, while Ecuador is fifth with 21, however, 
Chile has a better goal difference than Peru. 

Tn the last round, the Chileans will entertain 
Bolivia in Santiago, Peru faces Paraguay in Lima, 
and Ecuador travel to Montevideo, ready to take 
revenge for their 4-0 thrashing in the first half of 


DEBUTANTES 
IN AUSSIE 
LINE-UP 


ational Coach Greg Brown 

has named his selections for 

next month’s matches 
against India and the Tri-Nations 
Series against China and New 
Zealand. 
He has brought in new blood to 
replace others currently unavailable. 
The defensive combination was in 
disarray with Chery! Salisbury on 
club duties in Japan, Kristyn Swaffer 


Sunni Hughes- 
Tri Nation Squad member 


suffering an ankle injury, and Amy 
Taylor undergoing leg surgery 
Debutantes Tracie McGovern and 
Trudi Diamond, both from Northern 
NSW, have received the call-up, and 
Brown is confident they have the 
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the tournament. 


Perez (Giraldo 62), Urdanetta (Martinez 83). 
So far Chile have scored the most goals, 29, 


with the two highest scorers of the qualifiers, Ivan 


Zamorano with 12 and Marcelo Salas with 10 
(who is rumoured to have received a huge offer 


from Manchester Utd). 


Latest qualifying results: 


Crowd: 70,000 


ARGENTINA: Roa, Ayala, Sensini, Paz, 
Zanetti (Berti 63), Almeyda, Simeone, Veron, 
Ortega, Claudio Lopez (Posse 74), Crespo 


(Esnaider 69). 


Lujambio (Pacheco 53) 


Crowd: 74,253 


If both Peru and Chile win their respective 
matches against Bolivia and Paraguay, Chile will 
go through on goal difference. 


ARGENTINA 0 URUGUAY 0 


URUGUAY: Nicola, Sanguinetti, Montero, 
Rodriguez, Adinolfi, Vespa, De los Santos, 
Bengoechea (Fleurquin 67), Barilko, Recoba, 
Red card: Vespa (Uruguay) 

peered 


CHILE 4 PERUO 


CHILE: Tapia, Francisco Rojas, 
Fuentes, Reyes, Ponce (Parraguez 46), 
Clarence Acuna, Cornejo, Victor 
Castaneda (Vega 49), Sierra, Barrera 
(Carreno 71), Salas, 

PERU: Balerio, Solano, Reynoso, 
Jose Soto, Olivares, Jayo, Jorge Soto, 
Pereda (Rivera 60), Palacios (Zegarra 
77), Maestri, Carty (Julinho 60). 

Red Card: Jayo (Peru). 

fee 

PARAGUAY 1 VENEZUELA 0 

Crowd: 30,000 

PARAGUAY: Chilavert, Rivarola, 
Ayala, Gamarra, Esteche, Suarez 


| (Ramirez 66), Acuna, Enciso, Ovelar 


(Aristides Rojas 54), Baez (Felix Torres 
63), Miguel Angel Benitez. 
VENEZUELA: Dudamel, Gonzalez, 
Echenique, Rey, Vallenilla, Ramos 
(Valiente 57), Madriz, Garcia, Dolgeta, 


Crowd: 45,000 


ECUADOR: Cevallos, De Ia Cruz, Montano, 
Ivan Hurtado, Capurro, Carabali, Gavica 
(Aguinaga 46), Sanchez (Smith 72), Blandon, 
Grazziani, Eduardo Hurtado (Fernandez 72). 

BOLIVIA: Trucco, Sergio Castillo, Rimba, 
Jiguchi, Ivan Castillo, Cristaldo, Ochoaizpur 
(Gutierrez 56), Ramiro Castillo, Tufino, 
Etcheverry, Suarez (Ortiz 56). 


STANDINGS 


TEAM POW.D. E 2k AP Gp) 
Argentina 1508) 15 252295 Deis) 
Paraguay 159 2 4 21 13.29 +8 
Colombia 15 8 3 4 22 14 26 +8 
Chile 156 4 5 29 18 22 +11 
Peru 156 4 5 18 20 22 -2 
Ecuador 5 5-3-7 _-19 16.21 43 
Uruguay 155 3 7 13 13 18 -5 
Bolivia 154 5 6 18 18 17 -1 
Venezuela 160 3 13 8 423 -34 


NEXT ROUND: November 16, 1997 
In Buenos Aires: Argentina v Colombia 


In Montevideo: 
In Lima: 

In Santiago: 
Bye: 


CRUZEIRO CRUISES ~ 
THROUGH SUPERCUP 


ruzeiro defeated Colo Colo, 2-0, in the 
South American 
competition reserved for past and 
present winners of the Libertadores Cup. 
Midfielder Donizete, with a powerful strike 
in the 41st minute, and striker Eliverton in the 
57th, did the damage. 
CRUZEIRO: Dida, Vitor (Texeira 46), Gelson, 


ability to make the most of their 
opportunity. 

Nineteen year old McGovern is a 
former youth international and 
equally at home in midfield or at the 
back. Diamond, 21, is also a youth 
rep and a steady, no-fuss defender. 

‘Apart from Japan-based Sunni 
Hughes who will return in time for 
the New Zealand match, the side is a 
‘home-based’ team with the other 
overseas players unavailable. 


Making her welcome return after a Lacey Wine 

ten month lay-off after knee Belinda Kitching QLD 
reconstruction is top goalkeeper Tracie McGovern NNSW 
Tracey Wheeler, a decision Brown Julie Murray NSW 
had no hesitation in making despite Kim Revell QLD 
her lack of match practice. “I'm keen Bridgette Starr NNSW 
to put pressure on the goalkeeping Anissa Tann-Darby NSW 
position, and Tracey was the obvious Tracey Wheeler WA 
choice. It will be good to have her Amy Wilson ACT 
back and see how she’s going,” said Shelley Youman NNSW 


Brown. Additional Players for India 
series/camp: 
AUSTRALIAN SQUAD 1997 Melissa Barbieri VIC 
INDIA TEST MATCHES Lisa Dunne QLD 
? Georgette Leake QLD 
TRI-NATIONS SERIES Pau Mae a 
Traci Bartlett ACT Joanne Powell NNSW 
Sharon Black Tammie Thomton QLD 
SCORCHING 
SUMMER 
KICKS OFF 
All the action of the tt Au 


1997 


ECUADOR 1 BOLIVIA 0 


eee 


Unuguay v Ecuador 
Peru v Paraguay 
Chile v Bolivia 
Venezuela 


Odair, Nonato, Fabinho, Donizete, Cleison, 


Eliverton, Marcelo, Roberto Gaucho (Giovanni 


Supercup, a 


Summer Series second season kicks off 
this Friday night in Sydney, with 
individual ambitions and team rivalries 
hotter than ever. 

This weekend, Pool B teams ACT 
Academy of Sport, NSW Institute of 
Sport, and Northern NSW will go all out 
for precious first-up points. 

And with the Women’s Soccer 
program to be established at the AIS 
Canberra by mid next year, this 1997/98 
season is also make or break time for 
players aspiring to greater honours. 

The selection of the first intake of 
scholarship holders is deemed the most 
significant of decisions on the road 
towards the 1999 World Cup and 2000 
Olympics, and for the players, the most 
coveted of prizes. 


ANSETT AUSTRALIA 
SUMMER SERIES 1997/98 
ROUND 1 POOL B SYDNEY 


Friday 24 October 
NSW v ACT- 7.00 p.m. 
Valentine Sports Complex, 
Meurants Lane, Glenwood 


Saturday 25 October 
Free Junior Clinic - 1pm - 2.30pm 
ACT vy NNSW - 3.00 pm 

Ninevah Field, 

Smithfield Road, Edensor Park 
Sunday 26 October 

NSW Jets v Central Coas 
1.30pm 

NSW vy NNSW 
Ninevah Field 


Pre-mateh and haif- 


Acai 


3pm 


me entert 


ainment 


COLO COLO: Ramirez, Salas, Reyes, Munoz, 
Rojas, Emerson, Villaseca, Barticciotto (Neira 
65), Sierra, Tapia (Tudor 65), Bassay. 

Meanwhile in Montevideo, Penarol defeated 
Gremio of Brazil 3-2 in a dramatic encounter 
played in front of 35,000 spectators. 

Uruguayan U/20 international striker Marcelo 
Zalayeta in the 43rd minute, veteran forward 
Aguilera in the 63rd and Adinolfi in the 89th 
scored for Penarol, while Ze Alcindo in the 20th 
and Eder in the 79th netted for Gremio. 


involving some of NSW’s top young 
talent. 
31 Oct - 2 Nov ‘97 Pool A 
Brisbane 
7-9 Noy '97 
Newcastle 
23-25 Jan ‘98 
Canberra 
30 Jan - 1 Feb ‘98 Pool A 
Melbourne 
6-8 Feb '98. 
Canberra 
13-15 Feb'98 Pool A 
Adelaide 
27 Feb - 1 Mar 1998 
Top Four/Final 
(Winning State) 


Pool B 


Crossover 


Pool B 


Katrina Boyd in full flight 


By STUART JONES 


at the end of this season, losing only twice 
at home, with Gunners skipper, Eddie 
Hapgood, leading the side to their fifth 
title of the decade, 

Wolves made it difficult and finished a 
point behind them, in fact, with a week to 
go it was Wolves who were leading by a 
point until they lost away at Sunderland, 
while Arsenal won 5-0 at home against 
Bolton to leap into first place, 

The two sides who did go down were 
West Bromwich Albion and, amazingly, 
Manchester City, who twelve months 
earlier had been celebrating promotion 
into that division! 

Aston Villa and Manchester United 
returned to the top flight. Villa were 
champions of Division Two, and United 
hung on after a tough battle for the second 
promotion spot, beating Bury 2-0, thus 
gaining second spot on percentages. 

At the bottom, Stockport County were 
clearly last. Giants Newcastle and 
Nottingham Forest were joined by 
Barnsley on 36 points and, as always 
seems the case, the smaller club lost out 
on percentages, leaving the Yorkshire side 
to claim the other relegation place. 

In the North, Tranmere Rovers beat off 
a challenge from Doncaster, who were 
looking to bounce back 
up at the first attempt to 
win Division Three. 

The Southern title was 
even closer with Millwall 
finishing a point ahead of 
Bristol City. 

Despite winning 3-1 at 
home over Notts County 
on the final day of the 
season, Millwall's 5-1 
hammering of Exeter 
City meant they won 
promotion and the title: 
Division 3 Champions. 

Tn the FA Cup, another 
Division Three North 
side, York City, made the |) 
final eight, They lost to 
Huddersfield, who then 
went on to beat 
Sunderland 3-1 in the 
semi-finals, 

The corresponding 
match had Preston 
meeting Division Two 
‘Champions to be! Aston 
Villa. 

Preston would eventually finish third in 
the league and overcame Villa by the odd 
goal in three in the Cup before heading off 
to Wembley and a crowd of 93,357 to play 
Huddersfield. The match finished 0-0 and 
for the first time in the history of the 
competition, extra-time was to be played. 
Drama filled the final period as referee 


Sweday IK Sleipaen 
Swiveenland + FC Luqanno (Cup ¢ Grasshoppers Zunich) 


Eddie Hapgood 


George Mutch faced Hesford in the 
Huddersfield goal and, despite diving the 
right way, was unable to stop it. The 
match finally finished 1-0 to Preston 
North End. 

One name that appeared in the 
victorious Preston side was a certain 
‘William Shankly’, who was to become a 
very famous name in the managerial 
area at Liverpool. 

The Souther League champions were 
Guildford City, who finished four points 
clear of Plymouth Argyle Reserves. The 
title was clinched with a 3-1 victory in 
May against Swindon Town Reserves. 

Colchester United reached the final of 
the Southern League Cup and took on 
Yeovil and Petters, losing 2-1 away in the 
first-leg but winning the return match by 
3-1 at Layer Road to win the trophy 4-3 on 
aggregate. 

The Midweek section of the League 
was won by Millwall Reserves with 
Colchester runners-up. 

In Scotland, Celtic reclaimed the title 
from neighbours Rangers. The 'Gers were 
pushed into third spot by Hearts who had 
pushed Celtic all the way for the title. 

The 'Green and Whites' amassed 114 
goals and conceded only 42 in the 38 
games played, and 
remained undefeated at 
home all season, except 
losing in the Cup to 
Kilmarnock (Dundee 
and Morton were 
relegated). 

Replacing them in the 
top flight were Division 
Two Champions Raith 
Rovers and runners-up 
Albion Rovers, 

Division Two's 
dubious honour of 
wooden spoon fell to 
little Brechin City. 

Celtic's loss in the 
SFA Cup, coupled with 
Rangers’ loss in the 
semi-finals, once again 
to Kilmarnock, meant 
j} that for the first time in 
thirteen seasons, neither 
of the two Glasgow 
giants were to participate 
in the Final. 

East Fife overcame St 

Beards in the other semi- 
final game to match up at Hampden Park 
with 'Killie’. Things did 
not fall into place for 
Kilmarnock and in a 
sensational match it 
was East Fife who 
were victorious 4-2. 


PWODL 


2 6 
2 9 
3 7 
2 2 
5 7 
5 8 
4 4 
3 2 
4 3 
4 3 
7 6 
6 33 26 6 
6 5 
5 5 
7 6 
6 5 
4 3 
3 3 
4 2 
5 2 
7 2 
6 4 
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England Division 1 


Division Three North 


‘Tranmere Rovers 56, Doncaster Rovers 54, Hull City 53, 
Oldham Athletic 51, Gateshead 51, Rotherham United 50, 
Lincoin City 46, Crewe Alexandra 45, Chester 44, 
Wrexham 43, York City 42, Carlisle United 39, New 
Brighton 38, Bradford City 38, Port Vale 38, Southport 
38, Rochdale 37, Halifax Town 36, Darlington 32, 
Hartlepools United 32, Barrow 32, Accrington Stanley 29 


F AWD LF A Pt 


28 52 
28 51 


Division Three South 


Millwall 56, Bristol City 55, QPR 53, Watford 53, Brighton, 
& Hove Albion 51, Reading 54, Crystal Palace 48, Swincon| 
Town 44, Northampton Town 43, Cardiff City 42, Notts} 
County 41, Southend United 40, Bournemouth 40, 
Mansfield Town 39, Bristol Rovers 39, Newport County, 
38, Exeter City 38, Aldershot 35, Clapton Orient 33, 
Torquay United 30, Walsall 29, Gillingham 26 


Southern League 


Guildford City 49, Plymouth Argyle Res 45, Ipswich Town| 
44, Yeovil & Petters United 42, Norwich City Res 41,| 
Colchester United 38, Bristol Rovers Res 36, Swindon! 
Town Res 35, Tunbridge Wells Rangers 34, Aldershot Res| 
32, Cheltenham Town 31, Exeter City Res 31, Dartford 
29, Bath City 27, Folkestone 26, Newport County Res 26, 
Barry 23, Torquay United Res 23 


Southern League 
Midweek Section 


Millwall Res 29, Colchester United 27, Aldershot Res 25,| 
Nowich City Res 19, Portsmouth 15, Dartford 15, 
Folkestone 15, Tunbridge Wells Rangers 14, Bath City 13, 
Guildford City 8 


Division 2 
Raith Rovers 59, Albion Rovers 48, Airdrie 47, St Bernards} 
45, East fife 43, Cowdenbeath 43, Dumbarton 39,| 
Stenhousemuir 39, Dunfermline Athletic 39, Leith 
Athletic 37, Alloa Athletic 26, Kings Park 26, East Stirling 
25, Dundee United 23, Forfar Athletic 22, Montrose 22, 
Edinburgh City 17, Brechin City 12. 
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FRANCIS 
TO GO? 


GERRY FRANCIS spent 
Wednesday night in hospital 
with a back injury sustained 
while playing football with his 
children, 

As was said of the death of 
Little Nell, it would take a 
heart of stone not to laugh. 

Maybe Gerry was 


considering picking his kids in 
the absence of an expensive 
array of footballing livestock 
which reads like a war 
memorial. 

Life expectancy at Spurs is 


DERE ST CTRL 


shorter than it was at Ypres. 
Gascoigne would be well 
advised to opt for Villa. If he 
comes back to the Lane he'll 
be crippled getting out of his 
car, 

The Tottenham injury jinx 
is now so pervasive that any 
fan who decided to stay at 
home and watch the match 
against Sheffield Wednesday 
on Sky ran the risk of 
breaking an arm opening a 
can of Budweiser in front of 
the TV, 

What just about sums up 
Spurs’ predicament is the 
news that while his team- 
mates were preparing for a 
predictable home defeat 
against, Derby, Darren 
Anderton - aka Sicknote - was 
paying a visit to Glenn 
Hoddle’s faith healer, Eileen 
Drewery. 

Perhaps when she's sorted 
‘out few things, Mrs Drewery 
wouldn't mind turning her 
attention to the walking 
wounded of N17, 

If she brings her boots, she 
might get a game, 

Joking aside, any rational 
assessment of the situation 
can only conclude that what 
Tottenham needs is not a faith 
healer but a new manager. 

Alan Sugar has shown 
commendable loyalty to 
Francis, The ghost of Ossie 
still haunts him and he doesn’t 
want the abuse he directed at 
Jurgen Klinsmann for walking 
out halfway through a contract 
flung back in his face, 

But enough is enough. 
Sugar wouldn’t put up with 
this level of incompetence and 
failure in his electronics 
business. Any Amstrad 
manager who delivered the 
same kind of results as 
Francis would be shown the 
door, the stairs and finally the 
street. 

‘There are no more excuses. 
‘The injury crisis just won't 
wash. A couple of weeks ago 
Francis took a full-strength 
team, with the exception of 
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Sicknote, to St James’ Pa 


This was a side constructed in 
Francis’ own image. It cost 
$60 million to assemble. And 
it didn’t have a meaningful 
shot on goal, It lost 1-0. 

Newcastle that day were 
without Alan Shearer, 
Faustino Asprilla, Robert Lee 
and Keith Gillespie. If anyone 
had reason to grumble about 
injuries it was Kenny 
Dalglish. He just grinned. 

On Tuesday, the Arsenal 
put out nine reserves. They 
offered to refund the 
admission money of any fan 
disgruntled at the absence of 
stars like Ian Wright, Dennis 
Bergkamp and Tony Adams. I 
doubt there were many takers. 
Arsenal won 4-1. That's what 
the squad system is all about. 
If Tottenham had made a 
similar offer, Alan Sugar 
would be bankrupt by now. 

Before Wednesday night’s 
game, Garry Mabbutt accused 
some fans of mounting a 
vendetta against Francis and 
appealed for everyone at the 
club to unite. 

Mabbutt is a 
decent man, He 
was only doing 
what should be 
expected of a 
club captain, 
But in his heart 
of hearts he 
knows the 
depth of the 
problems, 

My only 
hope is that 
when a 
replacement for Francis is 
appointed he will find a long- 


term role for Mabbutt, who 
could one day make a fine 
Spurs manager. 

Unless there is 4 miracle in 
the FA Cup, Tottenham's 
season already looks to be 
effectively over. 

One fan on Radio summed 
up the mood thus: "Let's hope 
Gerry does the decent thing 
and resigns. We don’t want to 
end up hating him.” 

Precisely. Francis, too, is a 
decent man. He is out of his 
depth. Maybe he’s just not a 
big club manager. 


Napoleon said what he 
wanted was not “brilliant 
generals, but lucky generals", 
Gerry Francis is not a lucky 
general. He should fall on his 
sword, but he'd probably miss 
with his luck at the moment. 


TROUBLED 
SO'TON 
CAN'T 
TURN 
TRICK 


SOUTHAMPTON striker 
Egil Ostenstad is to consult a 
specialist after breaking down 
with a recurrence of the ankle 
injury which has plagued him 
all season after the Norwegian 
international limped off after 
32 minutes of last week's 
League Cup win over 
Barnsley when he twisted his 
left ankle. 

After ten days rest and a 
pain-killing injection, the $14 
million rated 
Ostenstad 
thought he 
had returned 
to full fitness 
but now he 
may need 
surgery to 
cure the 
injury and 
faces the 
possibility of 
months on 
the sidelines. 

“It’s very frustrating,” he 
said, “I’ve done everything I 


can to sort the injury out but it 
just won't go away.” 

“I've had broken bones 
before and at least you know 
how long you're going to be 
out of action, But this is 
different and it’s driving me 
mad. 

“T rested and then came 
back to training and I was 
fine. 1 played against West 
Ham and scored a goal and 
thought I was back on the 
right track. Then at Barnsley I 
just went up for a header and 
came down awkwardly. I felt 


the ankle go again and now 
T'm back to square one.” 


MUSCAT TO 
WOLVES AS 


CRYSTAL PALACE 
have signed Italian midfielder 
Ivano Bonetti on a week-to- 
week basis. 

The former Grimsby Town 
and Tranmere star impressed 
manager Steve Coppell in a 
trial match last week. 

“T felt he was the best 
player on the day,” Coppell 
said. “We are signing him on 
a short-term basis for three or 
four weeks. 

“He has very good vision 
and, at the age of 33, he has 
great mobility. I don’t really 
have @ vacancy in the squad, 
but he won't cost a transfer 
fee, just his wages. So I 


thought why not give it a 
chance. Ivano is determined 
to play in the Premier league. 
That can only be good for 
Palace and myself.” 

Bonetti started his career in 
England with Grimsby, but 
left for Tranmere after a 
dressing room bust-up with 
then manager Brian Laws. 

Coppell has had a busy 
time in the transfer market, He 
also snapped’ up young 
Wolves rtight-back Jamie 
Smith in a “straight two-for- 
one swap” as both Scottish 
striker Dougie Freedman and 

24-year-old Australian 
defender Kevin Muscat 
travelled to the Midlands, 

“The Freedman deal has 
been mooted for a couple of 
weeks now,” Coppell said. “In 
an ideal world, I would like to 
have kept Dougie, but his 
contract was up shortly and 
under the Bosman ruling he 
would have been free to 
move. We had a similar 
situation with David Hopkin 
at the end of last season. 

“At the moment we have 
got a surplus of right-backs. 
Wolves manager Mark 
McGhee needed to replace 
Jamie and Kevin wants first- 
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team football.” 


GAZZA TO 
RETURN 
SOUTH? 


MIDFIELD STAR Paul 
Gascoigne looks set to return 
to Premiership football in 
England, with Aston Villa 
heading the chase for the 
Glasgow Rangers player. 

Everton, Sheffield 
Wednesday and Gascoigne’s 
former club Tottenham are 
also keen to sign the player 
who was expected to end his 
career in Scotland this 
weekend, playing for Rangers 
against Dunfermline. 

Gascoigne, who helped 
England qualify for next 
year's World Cup finals in 
France by holding Italy to a 
goalless draw in Rome wants 
to return to England to be 
nearer his wife and son. 


Gascoigne, transformed in 
the last few months, would 
command a five million 
pound transfer fee. 

Rangers had been on the 
verge of getting rid of him in 
the summer as the player 
appeared to be heading into a 
football wilderness but now, 
at 30, he wants to be fit to 
prove his standing on the 
international stage in next 
year’s World Cup finals and 
he considers an English club 
the best launch-pad for that 
finale. 

Rangers chairman David 
Murray confirmed several 
clubs had shown an interest in 
Gascoigne, who signed a new 
three-year contract in July. 

“We have had several clubs 
showing definite interest in 
signing him in the past few 
months - more so in the past 
few weeks,” Murray said. 

“I don’t think there is any 
great desire on his part to 
leave us. But if he wanted a 
change of direction in his life 
and if he came to us and said 
he wanted to go, he would be 
allowed to go.” 

Villa manager Little is keen 
to provide a cutting edge in 


the centre of the park to 
provide ammunition for $15 
million record signing Stan 
Collymore and Dwight Yorke, 

Little knows he has to find 
@ way to get the best out of 
Collymore, who has managed 
just one goal in 13 games 
since his summer move from 
Liverpool. 

Tottenham, who paid a then 
British record two million 
pounds to Newcastle United 
for Gascoigne in 1988, were 
about to make a move for him 
earlier this week. 

Gazza has been involved 
in three expensive transfers, 
After a serious knee injury in 
the 1991 FA Cup final he left 
Tottenham for Lazio for $11 
million. He returned to 
Britain when Rangers paid 
Lazio $8.6 million for him in 
1995. 

Villa manager Brian Little 
would not be drawn on the 
Gascoigne situation: “I have 
nothing to say about it, We 
don’t talk about players who. 
are under contract to other 
football clubs,” he said. 

“Tt is not a policy of ours, 
never has been and never will 

England defender Gareth 
Southgate spelled out why 
Aston Villa must take the $8 
million plunge on Paul 
Gascoigne. 

“What we need is winners 
at this club, people who have 
the desire to be the best, What 
happened against West Ham 


was unacceptable and we have 
got to take a good hard look at 
ourselves. There was not 
enough passion or desire.” 


CLUBS 
COULD 
FOLD! 


FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
president David Sheepshanks 
is warning that some League 
clubs could go out of business 
if the Coca-Cola Cup is 
scrapped. 

“Last season it brought in 
het gate receipts of £18m plus 
sponsorship and brought us 
much-needed revenue," he 
said. "Last year 57 out of 72 
League clubs lost money on 
an operating basis and it is 
very easy to understand that 
the possible loss of up to 20 
per cent of income from the 
Coca-Cola Cup could send 
many clubs out of business. I 
was glad to see that most 
Premiership clubs put out 
their best sides in this week's 
matches,” 

The League have taken 
their appeal apainst UEFA’s 
refusal to allow the Coca-Cola 
Cup winners to enter the 
UEFA Cup to the European 
Commission in Brussels for a 
ruling on Articles 85-6 over 
whether UEFA are guilty of 
"abuse of a dominant 
position." 


Advertise in ABSW 
This is a 2 column x 12 
centimetre advertisement which 
costs $140 at full commercial 
rates. 


Ask us about our Special 


discounts for 
multiple ads. 


We will prepare your ad from a 
rough draft. 


Contact us Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri or 
Sun on 


02 9560 3900 


‘WS CAME IN last 
week from Alistair 
Edwards in Malaysia. 
Although Ronnie Smith, 
former head coach at the AIS, 
was sacked by Sabah he has 
since been reinstated. The 
team finished second in the 
recently ended M-League 
season. 


RICHARD KREIDER, 
our man in WA, provided 
some amazing coincidences 
from Perth Glory’s first 
home game of the season. 

The score line was 4-1 to 
the visitors. Last year it was 
UTS Olympic, this year, 
Adelaide City. 

Kris Trajanovski scored 
the first goal for the visitors 
‘on both occasions and also 
scored the goals in the 22nd 
minute of each game! 

Apparently, _ officials 
botched the score sheet, just 
like last year. A goal was 
credited to Damian Mori when 
in fact it was Kosta Salapasidis 
‘who got it this year! 
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THE FINAL 


games 
tigker cumber of goals 
scored in those matches 

d) higher number of away 
goals scored against these 
teams 

For Scotland the teams 
concerned were Austria, 
Sweden and Latvia. The 
Scots record was points 
gained 13. 
Yugoslavia, on the other 


hand, gained 11 points from 


games with the Czech 
Republic, Spain and 
Slovakia. 


Scotland drew only one 
game, away to Austria. 
Yugoslavia had two draws 
away to Slovakia and at home 
to Spain. 

So there you have it! 


THE WHEATLEY 
household has expanded by 
40%! Round midnight on 
October 14, Joanne Wheatley, 
wife of Robbie, gave birth to 
twin boys, who weighed in at 
3.25 kg and 2,925 ke 
respectively. 

Mother and sons, Charlie 
and George, are doing well. 


Kris Trajanovski. 


POSITIONS in the World 
Cup European Zone 
qualifiers have caused some 
debate. 

‘The question is, why have 
Scotland gone through as the 
best performed second placed 
team? 

The following criteria 
were used to place Scotland 
above Yugoslavia: 

a) points gained from 
matches played against teams 
finishing first, third and 
fourth in their respective 
peas 

b) goal difference in those 


Father is over the moon while 
older brother Nicholas was 
amazed, 

As former Socceroo 
Robbie enthused, “I now have 
my midfield but could be 
looking for a striker.” 

Congratulations Mr and 
Mrs Wheatley. 


AS ANY FAN of the game 
knows, Robbie Wheatley 
hosts Australian Soccer 
shows on Optus Vision. 

For Saturday, November 


UCWS Cnt 


29 they have a five hour 
spectacular planned. The 
program will include 
interviews with most of the 
Aussie squad, a historical 
perspective, the road for both 
teams to reach this game, in 
fact, a complete Grand Final 
approach, 

Special guest personalities 
will be on hand to give their 


perspective on the game, 
including Allan Border and 
Duncan Armstrong, 

Should be something 
memorable for those unable 
to be at the MCG 
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PERTH GLORY signing 
Samson Siasia is a name that 
could soon be on the lips of 
all Australia Soccer fans. 

The 30-year old Nigerian 
international has 72 caps for 
his country, 
and has a 
vast wealth 
of experience 
at his 
disposal. 

He has 
made seven 
appearances 
in the 
European 
Cup and has played for 
French side FC Nantes 
between 1993-95, which 
coincided with the club 
lifting the French league title. 

He has scored 24 goals at 
international level, including 
one against Argentina during 


BRI 


EF 


USA 94 and has twice ae 
voted Nigeria’s Footballer of 
the Year. 


BRISBANE STRIKERS’ 
winger Sean Cranney has 
resumed training and was 
hopeful of playing in last 
weekend’s match against 
Perth Glory. 


He has spent the last few 
weeks in the pool in an 
attempt to return to fitness 
following injuries to his back, 
knee and leg. 


eocee 


AS MENTIONED last 
week Marconi Fairfield 
custodian, Ante Covic, in 
only his second Ericsson Cup 
match, retired injured near 
the.end of the home game 
against Canberra, after a 
¢leassalt 
involving 
Cosmos 
substitute 
Marko 
Perinovic. 

Covi), 
voted Man of 
the Match, 
was cheered 
by all in the 
Marconi club as he went to 
collect his award, aided by 
staff to help him remain 
standing. 

Originally thought to be a 
rib fracture, a ruptured kidney 
was diagnosed after he was 
rushed to hospital the next 
day, an injury likely to keep 


the youngster out for several 
weeks. 

Marconi have now signed 
Mike Gibson until the end of 
the year and a spokesperson 
for the club said, “Gibson is 
an experienced keeper and 
when Covie does come back, 
he might have a fight on his 
hands to get back between the 
sticks,” 

Frank Labbozzetta denied 
that Marconi were to take 
legal action after watching 


video replays of the incident, 
but didn’t rule out a stern 
letter to his Canberra 
‘counterpart. 

When contacted by ABSW, 
officials of the Novell 
Canberra Cosmos were 
distressed to learn of the 
severity of Covic’s injury and 
wish him the best for a speedy 
Tecovery. 


A SPOKESPERSON for 


Wollongong City reports that 
a group of around 20 
prominent, local businessmen 
have forwarded a proposal to 
buy the club outright, 

The decision was based on 
the Wolves’ performances 
over last season, on and off 
the pitch, coupled with the 
enormous potential of Soccer 
in the region. 

The proposal will be 
brought up at the AGM to be 
held on October 29, 


Mark Read's 
Darwin All Sports 


Sports betting on all major International Events 


4-2 51/1 


A GRAND FINAL REPEAT? 
Sydney United v Brisbane Strikers 


Correct score and half time/full time betting 


Syd Utd Draw Strikers 
eR eR eR a 
10 8&1 0-0 9 01 Bf 
20 a = t-4. ‘13/2 02191 4 
24 Bf 22 15/1 4-2 11/1 
3-0 171 © 3-3 51/4 0-3 341 * 
31 15/1 13 2a * 
3-2 26/1 2-3 26/1 
i ere 04 a | * 
4-1 34 1-4 BI 
*” 
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half time/full time 


3.40 
17/4 
26/1 
5 
5/1 
15/2 
26/1 
15/1 
Sit 
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Match prices available on all the weekend soccer, 
including Premier League, Serie A, Division One, 
Bundesliga and Spanish 


Combine a few of your fancies 
for a potential JAGKPOY return 


Y soccer 2 your thing, 


Ue td a ing 


a multiple bet 


Fax: 


Opening an account is easy:— 
Phone: 08 89 418 330 (+618 8941 8330) 
08 89 418 339 (+618 8941 8339) 


Internet: http://www.darwin-allsports.com.au 


Mark Read’s Darwin All Sports also provides a comprehensive throroughbred, 
harness and greyhound betting service on Australian and International racing. 


ALL BETTING IS TAX FREE 


Bankcard, Mastercard &Visa facilities available free of charg 
Licensed by the government. of the Northern Territory, \USTRALIA 
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CARLTON Soccer Cie 


RLTON SOCIAL CLUB ¢ 


GEORGE H. HARRIS STAND 
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Ericsson Cup — Sunday October 12, 1997 
Back vow L-R: Dean Anastrsiacdis: Sean Dougians Con) Anthopoulos, Deivid Cervinsia John mMarkovski) Daniel Allsopy: 
Front row: Vince Crella. KresimirMtrusic Lubo Laupsansiu Con Anthonoulos: Marcus Stergiopoulos: 


